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FOREWORD 

THESE studies in Christian Stewardship 
are written to meet the growing demand 
for new standards of Christian Stewardship in 
the church, or, rather, for new application of 
the divine and unchanging standards of giving 
as well as of living and serving. The challenge 
to "give" and "save" and "serve" meets us 
on every hand. The recent world war revealed 
that men and women could give time, energy, 
talent and money in quantities thought to be 
impossible before the great conflict called for 
the best in all of us. "What is possible for a 
national cause must also be possible for Christ 
and His church. . 

It is the thrilling truth that this generation 
is living at the break of a new and larger day. 
No hour ever presented so many open doors 
inviting Christ to enter as the present one. 
We can not think of the evangelistic movement, 
together with the Stewardship revival that 
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is now breaking over America, without feeling 
that God has providentially timed these move- 
ments in order that the world may be furnished 
the needed spiritual power to place Christ 
and the Kingdom first. 

Much of the failure in Christian Steward- 
ship can be accounted for by two facts. The 
pulpit for many decades failed to give out an. 
authoritative message on the subject. The 
second fact is that the church failed to give 
personal instruction of a sufficient character 
to teach new converts what faith in Jesus 
Christ really comprehended. Both lay and 
pulpit teaching must now strenuously correct 
this past failure. 

It is the purpose of these studies to aid in 
stimulating independent thought and open 
discussion, and then lead to a practical applica- 
tion of the first principles of Christian 
Stewardship on the part of individuals and 
churches. It is to that purpose that these 
pages address themselves. 

TRAVEECE HARRISON. 

CINCINNATI, 0., May 1, 1922. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE church has not yet reached the height 
of its possibilities in the administration 
of its substance for God. There has been prog- 
ress. The followers of Christ know better 
how they ought to pay the Lord than they 
did. The spirit of benevolence prevails more 
widely. But the church has not yet done its 
best with the money committed to it, nor will 
it until the whole subject of the use of money 
is more fully considered from the standpoint 
of Christian stewardship. 

There are theories concerning the money 
that we owe God, some of them in fullest 
harmony with the principles of stewardship, 
which have greatly helped the church to reach 
a higher place of achievement. But many of 
these theories have not gone deep enough. 
Water has been reached and goodly streams 
have flowed forth to bless the world, but down 
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deeper the supply is more abundant and the 
pressure more powerful. It is to these deeper 
springs that we need to go ; the divine princi- 
ples and laws which lie at the bottom of the 
question of money and property need to be 
reached in order to find the momentum for 
the best possible results. 

The Starting-point in Stewardship. 
Stewardship involves certain essential princi- 
ples which must be fully recognized if the 
money problem of God's kingdom is to be 
properly and adequately solved. One of these 
is that God is the absolute proprietor of all 
things. Absolute, because He has "the power 
to create without restraint, and to possess 
without dependence." "By him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth." If we trace the title-deeds of all 
estates back to their original ownership, what 
shall we find? In the most ancient of all land 
records in the world we shall find this entry: 
"In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth." God has never renounced 
His right to the things which He has created. 
Across the face of every title-deed that has 
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ever been executed, it may be written in in- 
delible letters, "The earth, is the Lord's." 
No man is owner of wealth or property. Every 
man at most is only a steward. 

God's ownership is the starting-point in 
stewardship. It is at that point that Chris- 
tians everywhere ought to get right. In civil 
engineering all measurements are from a base- 
line, the accepted base-line being the level of 
the sea. God's absolute ownership of 'all 
things is the true base for a proper survey 
for the whole territory of thought and action 
suggested by the words "money," "prop- 
erty," "wealth." Every system of what we 
call giving must be measured by this truth. 
The old hit-or-miss system originated by men, 
and according to which the church has so long 
worked and failed, must be given up, and a 
return made to the ocean of the eternal truth 
that God is the owner, and that from this 
point we must measure our responsibilities 
and privileges and duties in our use of all 
money that comes into our hands. If man is 
the owner, he is under no obligation to God. 

If man owes God a debt, he certainly owes 
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God a definite amount, and what is the only 
amount God has ever indicated? 

Will Man Rob God? But we say we are not 
Jews; we are Christians, we are Americans, 
and we don't want to do what the Jews did, 
for that is obnoxious to us. "Well, then, let's 
set a different ratio. We say some propor- 
tion ; then, what proportion ? If we are 
opposed to doing what the Jews did, let's set 
some other proportion, but do not make it 
less than the tenth. If certain brethren who 
argue long and loud, especially loud, against 
the tenth should be asked to fix a higher 
proportion, do you not suppose they would 
immediately begin to talk about the Scrip- 
turalness of tithing? 

It is a solemn thing to be a steward. It is 
a serious business to have and handle silver 
and gold that belong to the Creator of things, 
the Judge of all the earth. If it is a crime for 
the cashier of a bank to embezzle money from 
the deposits made; if it is a crime for an 
executor of an estate to appropriate for his 
own use funds held in trust for another; if it 
is an injustice for an employer to hold back 
from his employees wages which are due 
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them what must be said of him who, either 
willfully or inadvertently, becomes guilty of 
embezzlement as a steward of God? Will a 
man rob God? 

The Doctrine of Tithing. Setting aside 
one-tenth of our income to sustain His cause 
was evidently God's original plan; His law 
from the beginning, which has never been 
abrogated. In the beginning God set apart 
two things* for Himself alone, viz., one-seventh 
of our time and one-tenth of our income. 
Under the Christian dispensation the day was 
changed in honor of the resurrection of Jesus, 
but that does not destroy the principle that 
one-seventh of time belongs to God. 

The tithe is that portion of a man's income 
which belongs to the Lord and not to himself 
(Lev. 27:30). 

"The tithe is the Lord's." It is holy unto 
the Lord; that is, no man has a right to it, 
and never had in any age of the world, nor 
has any man any right to it to-day. It belongs 
to the Lord, and Him alone. So strikingly true 
is this that the prophet Malachi (3:8) says 
that when a man withholds the tithe or applies 

it to his own uses, he actually "robs God." 
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But there are those who tell us that "the 
tithe system was part of the ceremonial law 
of Moses, and that it expired with the Mosaic 
dispensation. " It is true that the tithe was 
merged into the ceremonial law of Moses for 
a time, but it never had its origin there and 
it was not at all dependent upon it, therefore 
the abrogation of that law did not and could 
not carry with it the abrogation of the tithe 
system. Centuries before Moses lived, the 
tithe system was in full operation. 

The tithe system held its sway for thou- 
sands of years, and so essential was it to ac- 
ceptable worship in those early ages that 
God finally incorporated and gave it a place 
in the ceremonial law of Moses. 

The question now arises, Did this ancient 
institution lose anything for having been 
merged into the Mosaic law for a time? Did 
it therefore die when the Mosaic dispensation 
passed away? "Who would assume such a 
daring presumption? 

Can We Ignore "Its Claims? Let us for a 
moment trace its operations after it was 
merged into the Mosaic law. There we 
find it was soon enlarged and freighted 
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with additional tithes for the poor and for 
various feasts and offerings, etc., so that ac- 
cording to the best calculations it cost the 
pious Israelite one-third of his income to sup- 
port his religion. On this basis the tithe sys- 
tem ran through the entire course of the 
Mosaic dispensation, and it was always con- 
sidered so sacred by the Jews that, amidst all 
the defects Christ found in Israel when He 
came, the tithe was still observed with 
scrupulous zeal. 

The emergence of the tithe system out of 
the old dispensation is easily understood. 
The ceremonial law, with its types, symbols, 
offerings, and their extra costs, all passed 
away in Christ, but the tithe did not pass 
with the coming of the New Dispensation, 
for it was a prior law. and not affected by the 
passing of the ceremonial laws. So the tithe 
system emerges from the Jewish law, divested 
of all its Jewish burdens, to resume its origi- 
nal place in the sphere of worship. 

So the system stands again where it stood 
in the days of Melchizedek, having lost noth- 
ing for having passed through the Mosaic 
dispensation. 
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. Can we, dare we, ignore its claims? What 
reasons have we to expect exemption from its 
obligations? On what grounds could we ask 
it ? Do we really desire such a thing ? Is our 
religion less noble and generous than that of 
thousands who have honored the tithe and 
gained the reward of the faithful giver? Can 
we satisfy our conscience on a lower level, 
and sacred honor on a plane less affectionate 
and magnanimous? 

This Text-book. This text-book will offer 
suggestions and assistance to those who desire 
a fuller and more accurate knowledge of 
Christian stewardship. The effort to get 
back to the individual and to the family 
circle the enriching, comforting and satisfy* 
ing truths of Christian stewardship is a long 
step toward lifting the whole church to a 
higher life and a richer experience. 

GEO. F, BRADFORD. 
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal* 
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THE AUTHOR'S SUGGESTIONS 

In entering upon the study of Christian 
stewardship we suggest that you be fair in 
the consideration of this question, keeping 
yourself free from prejudice either for or 
against it. If, after you have carefully studied 
these chapters, you are not convinced as to 
the obligation and privilege of Christian 
stewardship as herein set forth, there shall be 
no controversy between us; but if, after an 
impartial study, you shall see its advantages 
and blessings, then may we ask that you 
commit yourself to this divine plan? 

"We would also suggest that you make a 
careful study of the general subject as stated 
in the introduction, and indicate what seems 
to you the most significant statement made 
by Mr. Bradford. The question of tithing, 
etc., remains for further discussions. 
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STUDY ONE 

OWNERSHIP 

THE MEANING OF OWNERSHIP 

Legal Ownership. In using the term 
"ownership," it must be distinctly understood 
that we are not discussing what is known as 
legal ownership in human relations. For be- 
tween man and man, there is a well-known 
legal relationship, entitled ownership. Even 
Christ recognized this legal ownership when, 
in paying taxes, he said: "Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's." (Matt. 
22:21.) By ownership we mean the whole 
question of God's ownership of all that be- 
longs to and becomes part of our life. 

Possession Is Not Ownership. It is a com- 
mon fallacy to think that possession means 
ownership. Possession, according to the dic- 
tionary, "is the act or state of possession; the 
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holding or using of property in one's power 
or command." 

It is a fact that we are by no means abso- 
lute owners of what we may happen, for the 
time being, to have. One example will serve 
our purpose. A robber has stolen an auto- 
mobile during the night. The next morning 
a detective goes out to search for the car. He 
sees a suspicious character driving an auto- 
mobile, and, when he investigates, finds the 
number of the machine identical with the 
number handed him by the owner. The rob- 
ber, despite his possession of the car, is not 
the owner. Possession, therefore, does not 
constitute ownership. 

God's Ownership. "The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein." (Ps. 24: 1.) We 
learn from this passage that life belongs to God. 
Time, talent, energy, personality and substance 
are all part of the life owned by God. 

THREE PROOFS OF GOD'S OWNERSHIP 

1. The Scriptures Declare It. The first 
great proof of God's ownership is found in 
such passages as the following: 
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"Behold, the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord's thy God, the earth also, 
with all that therein is." (Deut. 10:14.) 

"The silver is mine and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts." (1 Kings 20: 3.) 

"As I live, saith the Lord God, . . . behold, 
all souls are mine." (Ezek. 18:3, 4.) 

In the NCAV Testament, Christ's disciples 
were taught to pray: "Give us this day our 
daily bread." (Luke 11:3.) We are also 
told that "every good and perfect gift eometh 
from above." (Jas. 1:17.) Thus the Scrip- 
tures clearly declare ownership, not in man, 
but in God. 

2. He Is Man's Creator. God is the one 
and only Creator. He made us, and not we 
ourselves, and we are not our own. God is 
eternal in the heavens, and omnipotent, and 
therein rests the proofs of His ownership. 

3. We Are Christ's and Christ Is God's, 
Christ bought us and paid the price of His 
life, that we might be saved. "Ye are not 
your own; ye are bought with a price." (1 
Cor. 7:23.) The world has never had a 
greater manifestation of love than the love 
of Christ for lost men. Therefore, our tie of 
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love to God gives Him the right to all per- 
sonality and property. 

There are other reasons for God's claim of 
ownership, but these are sufficient to prove 
that ownership is vested in God both by law 
and by love. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GOD'S 
OWNERSHIP 

Recognition a Prerequisite. God's owner- 
ship must first be recognized. The recognition 
is a simple matter which results from the 
knowledge that God is the giver and is the 
absolute owner of all things. 

Acknowledgment. To acknowledge God's 
ownership is to meet the will of God upon 
the express terms which will satisfy His will 
and convenience. 

There is a difference between the mean- 
ing of "recognition" and "acknowledgment." 
Recognition is clearly a matter of the intel- 
lect. Acknowledgment is the recognition that 
acts. 

If we can make the word "acknowledg- 
ment" a burning flame of sincere meaning, 
we will not only solve our problems of the 
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church finance, but we will send a thrill to 
the ends of the earth, because of what it will 
mean for the enlarged Kingdom of our Lord. 

THE PURPOSE OF OWNERSHIP 

We learn, through the recognition and 
acknowledgment of God's ownership, to de- 
pend entirely upon Him. This relation to God 
is the basis for all right living. The purpose 
of ownership is twofold: 

To Elevate Man. Every church has some 
persons who loudly say that the church is 
always trying to get a man's money away 
from him. Strangely enough, quite the con- 
trary, it is the contention of the Scripture 
that a man can not be separated from his 
money. We need to realize that money is an 
essential part of personality, and, therefore, 
the consecration of money is essential to the 
consecration of self. The Scriptures declare: 
"Thou hast put all things under his feet." 
(Ps. 8:6.) Man, therefore, is to use every- 
thing to stand on so as to raise himself up 
rather than be submerged. 

To Develop Character. We learn from one 
of the inspired apostles the great truth that 
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"a man's life eonsisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth." (Luke 
12 : 15.) Character becomes predominant 
when- things are kept subordinate in the mind 
of man. 

The purpose of ownership, therefore, is to 
produce a sense of responsibility, so that man 
will constantly turn to God to know and to 
do His will. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNERSHIP 

Mutual Responsibilities. Originally, God, 
being the creator, was sole owner of all. But 
He saw fit to take man into His partnership. 
He conferred on him "dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that ereepeth 
upon the earth." (Gen. 1:26.) Coupled with 
this right, there was laid a tremendous re- 
sponsibility upon man. God also has a dis- 
tinct responsibility to every one in possession 
of His powers and things. Therefore, mutual 
relations of great importance have been 
established. Each side must lovingly assume 
its share of the obligations and responsibilities. 
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An Illustration. Let us emphasize what 
we have said by a New Testament illustra- 
tion: "And one out of the multitude said unto 
him, Teacher, bid my "brother divide the in- 
heritance with me. But he said unto him, 
Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you? And he said unto him, Take 
heed, and keep yourself from all covetous- 
ness; for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 
And he spake a parable unto them, saying, 
The ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully: and he reasoned with him- 
self, saying, What shall I do, because I have 
not where to bestow my fruits? And he said, 
This will I do : I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater ; and there will I bestow all 
my grain and my goods. And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink; 
be merry. But God said unto him, Thou 
foolish one, this night is thy soul required of 
thee; and the things which thou hast pre- 
pared, whose shall they be? So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God." (Luke 12 : 13-21.) 
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Personality and possession are one in the 
sight of God. The wrong use of time reflects 
itself upon the whole life. 

God, the owner, has the absolute right and 
added responsibility of directing how the 
things He owns shall be used. Here is the 
sum total of it all: "And when I come again, 
I shall require mine own with interest." 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that God is the giver and 
is the owner of all things, and that the 'pur- 
pose of His ownership is to produce a sense of 
responsibility, so that men will constantly 
turn .to God and to know and to do His will. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY ONE 

1. What is legal ownership? 

2. Did Christ ever recognize legal owner- 
ship? 

3. What did He say about it? 

4. Does possession constitute ownership? 

5. What is the meaning of possession? 

6. What rightfuUy belongs to God? 

7. Name the three proofs of God's owner- 
ship. 

26 



OWNERSHIP 



8. Give a quotation from the Old Testa- 
ment declaring God's ownership. 

9. Give a passage from the New Testa- 
ment. 

10. What is the greatest manifestation of 
love the world has ever had? 

11. How is ownership vested in God? 

12. What does God's ownership first re- 
quire? 

13. State the difference between the mean- 
ing of recognition and acknowledgment. 

14. Give the twofold purpose of God's 
ownership. 

15. Is it possible to separate a man from 
his money? 

16. What is necessary in the consecration 
of self? 

17. In what doth a man's life consist? 

18. When will character become predomi- 
nant? 

19. In the beginning, what did God con- 
fer upon man? 

20. Coupled with this right what respon- 
sibility was laid upon man? 

21. Does God have a responsibility to every 
one who possesses His power and things? 
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22. Who must assume the obligations and 
responsibilities? 

23. Are personality and possession one in 
the sight of God? 

24. What absolute right has God, the 
owner ? 

25. What New Testament illustration em- 
phasizes the study? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Make a special study of ownership in its 
ordinary legal sense and indicate how this 
usage is incorrect and unchristian. 
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STUDY TWO 

STEWARDSHIP 

.THE MEANING OF STEWARDSHIP 

Definition. Stewardship is a technical 
term, so first " of all it must be defined. A 
steward, according to the dictionary, is a 
person entrusted with the management of 
estate or affairs not his own: "actively 
directs affairs for another; one who manages 
or disburses for another." 

The term "trustee" has somewhat the same 
meaning. A trustee administers the estate of 
a deceased or absent testator. His service is 
always conditioned by legal requirements and 
he is accountable to the courts. 

What Is Christian Stewardship? Chris- 
tian stewardship knows nothing of legal re- 
quirements. Our keen ambition should be to 
know the Master's mind, and then, unbidden, 
to fulfill His program. 
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Christian stewardship is the recognization 
and acknowledgment of all life, with all its 
vast and varied contents, of which money can 
represent but a minor part, as our Lord's 
estate. These are committed to our care, and 
therefore to be administered as a sacred trust. 

Stewardship and Partnership. "When we 
acknowledge God's ownership, and take His 
Son Christ as our Redeemer, and accept the 
responsibilities of Christian stewardship, we 
are then enjoying life in its highest level. 
This means real partnership with God, for 
"truly our partnership is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ." (John 1:3.) 

Stewardship is God's way of preparing 
men for partnership with himself. 

Stewardship and Tithing. Many people 
think that "stewardship" and "tithing" are 
synonymous terms. But stewardship is a 
much more Comprehensive conception of life 
than that which is included in the practice 
of tithing. It is easily possible for us to be 
"tithers" all our lives, and yet never have 
even a glimpse of the beautiful and wonderful 
things which are assured for those who have 
entered in the larger fellowship of stewardship. 
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REASONS FOR STEWARDSHIP 

1. It Acknowledges God's Ownership. 

Stewardship requires that we should acknowl- 
edge God's ownership on God's own terms. 
This will not lessen, but increase, man's use- 
fulness in the world. The New Testament 
makes it plain that divine ownership is one 
of the essential reasons for stewardship: for 
"every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father." 
(Jas. 1:17.) 

2. It Is a Positive Duty. It is a regret- 
table fact that a great many Christians fail 
to recognize stewardship as a positive duty 
enjoined in the New Testament. 

Paul says: "Charge them that are rich 
in this present world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor have their hope set on the un- 
certainty of riches, but on God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy ; that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, that 
they be ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate; laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on the life which is 
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life indeed." (1 Tim. 6:17-19.) Peter says: 
"According as each hath received a gift, 
minister it among yourselves, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God." 
(1 Pet. 4:10.) 

Stewardship is a grace, not a legal burden, 
that strengthens Christian character. 

3. It Is a Personal Duty. Paul speaks 
of a personal duty when he says: "I have a 
stewardship entrusted to me." (1 Cor. 9: 
17.) In this sacred time every man must 
eventually render a strict account of his 
stewardship. It is a personal duty. 

RESULTS OF STEWARDSHIP 

1. It Will Banish the Poverty of the 
World. The poverty f the world to-day is 
due to a lack of stewardship. There are 
people enough in the world capable of fur- 
nishing all that is needed. Surely we, the 
church, were never so rich as now. Only 
when we submit to the divine principles of 
stewardship will the world's cry no longer 
depend upon man's changeable moods. When 
we have proved the Lord by our steward- 
ship he will show that his plans are adequate. 
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"He will open the windows of heaven, and 
pour out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it." (Mai. 3:10.) 

2. It Will Give a New Impetus to All the 
Work of the Church. If the church will re- 
spond heartily to the call of stewardship, 
there is no question but that God will pour 
out a blessing. There will be a real revival, 
such as we have never known. It will lift 
the church up to a higher plane of spiritual 
life and power, and the church of Christ will 
receive a mighty impetus. 

3. It Will Give a Proper Balance to Life, 
Life is a unit, and every element in that unit 
is entrusted to man for certain great pur- 
poses. It is not possible to substitute one. 
element for another. A proper balance to 
life can be secured only through a well- 
rounded stewardship. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF STEWARDSHIP 

1. Faithfulness. Christian stewardship Is 
first characterized by faithfulness. "It is re- 
quired in stewards that a man be found faith- 
ful." (1 Cor. 4:2.) Intelligence is demanded, 
for without intelligence stewardship becomes 
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foolishness. Stupidity in a 'steward is difficult 
to overlook. Nevertheless, the stupid steward 
may be endured, though he deserves the con- 
demnation of Jesus that "he shall be beaten 
with few stripes." (Luke 12:48.) But 
not so with unfaithfulness. Concerning the 
unfaithful steward Jesus spoke these solemn 
words : ' ' He shall be cast into outer darkness. ' ' 
(Matt. 8:12.) It is our business as stewards 
to be alert, but to be faithful is more than 
our business, it is our life. 

2. Inclusiveness. The proof of our faith- 
fulness is found in -the inelusiveness of stew- 
ardship. We must include in our steward- 
ship the flrstf ruits of all our increase the first- 
fruits of time, talent, energy and possessions. 

3. Universalistic. Christian stewardship 
must be universal in its service. Personality 
and possessions are unlimited in their useful- 
ness in the world. Truly stewardship is the 
key to a Christian world. 

ACCOUNTABILITY OP STEWARDSHIP 

A Bible Steward. Jesus laid down the law 
of accountability when He said to His dis- 
ciples: "There was a certain rich man, who 
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had a steward; and the same was accused 
unto him that he. was wasting his goods. 
And he called him, and said unto him, What 
is this that I hear of thee ? Render the ac- 
count of thy stewardship; for thou canst be 
no longer steward. And the steward said 
within himself, What shall I do, seeing that 
my lord taketh away the stewardship from 
me? I have not strength to dig; to beg I am 
ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that 
when I am put out of my stewardship, they 
may receive me into their houses." (Luke 
.16:2-4.) 

Even a casual reading of this passage from 
the New Testament will impress upon us the 
largeness, the dignity and the responsibility 
of stewardship. 

Personal Accountability. We have se- 
lected the above incident for the statement of 
personal accountability which it contains in 
the words: "Bender the account of thy stew- 
ardship." God will make each life a steward- 
ship. The day of accounting may be long 
delayed, but every steward must sooner or 
later render a strict account of his steward- 
ship. 
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FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show how important that we 
recognize our stewardship to God for our own 
sakes, for .the church's sake, and for the sake 
of all to whom we bear relation. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY TWO 

1. What is the meaning of the word 
" steward"? 

2. What is meant by the term "trustee"? 

3. What is Christian stewardship ? 

4. How may we be stewards and yet, 
partners? 

5. Are "stewardship" and "tithing" 
synonymous terms? 

6. What is included within the scope of 
Christian stewardship? ' 

7. Give the three principal reasons for 
stewardship. 

8. Is stewardship a grace or a legal bur- 
den? 

9. What must every man eventually ren- 
der to God? 

10. What are the three results of steward- 
ship? 
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11. When will the world's cry no longer 
depend upon man's changeable moods? 

12. Is life a unit? 

13. Is it possible to substitute one ele- 
ment for another? 

14. Name the characteristics of steward- 
ship. 

15. What did Jesus say about the un- 
faithful steward? 

16. Are possession and personality un- 
limited in this service? 

17. Does God make each life a steward- 
ship? 

18. Will every steward be required to 
render a strict account for his stewardship? 

19. Where do we find evidence of per- 
sonal accountability in the Scriptures? 

20. Give the statement which it contains. 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Study carefully the process of steward- 
ship, as shown by the story of the Bible 
steward in the sixteenth chapter of Luke. 
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STUDY THREE 
. STEWARDSHIP OF LIFE 
THE DIVINE FLAN 

Whenever we recognize and then properly 
acknowledge* God's ownership of all life, it 
produces a stewardship that demands for the 
.life a definite plan for growing and for serv- 
ing. There must of necessity be a plan which 
includes every phase of the life in its rela- 
tions with each other phase, then relates all 
to God. We shall do well to remember that 
God has made a plan. 

God Has a Plan for Himself .First of aU, 
God made a plan for Himself. His plan is to 
maintain a proper relationship to every in- 
dividual. We are told that "God is love''; 
therefore, love is the foundation of that rela- 
tionship. It is a definite obligation because 
God has revealed to us His plans and then 
sealed them with certain divine promises. 
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Truly, God has a plan for himself, as well as 
for every steward, in His world-saving enter- 
prise. 

God Has a Flan for His Children. After 
God had "created the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is therein," He set about the 
wonderful task of working out definite plans 
for His children. These definite plans and 
purposes should govern us in all our divine 
and human relations. The faithful steward, 
in order to fulfill his obligations, must deter- 
mine to match God's plan with the one in his 
own life. He must possess the spirit of our 
Lord and Master, who said: "Nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt." (Matt. 26: 
39.) As stewards of God we must plan our 
lives so that at the end of our stewardship 
we shall have worked out our part in the 
plan of our God. 

OUR TRUSTEESHIP 

Man as a Trustee. There is no truth 
more clearly set forth in the Bible than that 
man is in the position of a trustee. Jesus 
used the parable of the talents to illustrate 

this great truth. (Matt. 25:14-30.) It is 
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plainly taught in this parable that man is 
under obligation to God. Life is put in man's 
hands as a trust. Life is never given. It is 
always entrusted, even as you commit your 
treasure to your friend for its safe-keeping. 
And when you want it back you expect to 
get it. You are simply asking him to guard 
it for you. So with the life which God com- 
mits to us for a season, whether twenty years 
or threescore and ten. He does not give it 
outright. He merely entrusts it. We are 
truly stewards of life. Let life be anything 
and everything except a stewardship, and 
life has lost its zeal and significance. 

The Investment. The only way to keep 
life is to invest it. A violation of this princi- 
ple was the fatal mistake of the unfaithful 
servant who buried his Lord's pound. He 
evidently fancied that it was his duty to 
keep his pound safe and snug. But the buried 
pound defrauded its owner and the world. 
"He saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth 
will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou 
knewest that I am an austere man, taking up 
that which I laid not down, and reaping that 

which I did not sow; then wherefore gavest 
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thou not my money into the bank, and I at 
my coming should have required it with in- 
terest? And he said unto them that stood by, 
Take away from him the pound, and give it 
unto him that hath the ten pounds." (Luke 
19:22-24.) And so with life, no important 
part can be kept from use. God gives it to 
us for use. And unless we use it, he takes it 
away. The penalty for disuse is to forfeit. 

THREE PP.TwnTPT.iaa 

Observance of the Golden Rule. Every 
steward should know the Golden Rule. "All 
things, therefore, whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, even so do ye also 
unto them: for this is the law and the proph- 
ets." (Matt. 7:12.) And preceding this com- 
mandment is an avowed allegiance to God. 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God." (Matt. 
22:37.) Therefore, when we love God aright, 
obey His commandments and keep the Golden 
Rule, we can come into proper relation with 
our fellow-men. 

Co-operation. Jesus mingled with the 
wise and unwise, the rich and the poor. It 

was his purpose to draw men together in a 
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common brotherhood. A co-operation of all 
men, upon the basis of love for each other, 
will build up the kingdom of righteousness. 
Acceptance of Christ as the Great Exam- 
ple. Jesus said: "All power is given unto 
me in heaven and on earth. ' ' (Matt. 28 : 18. ) 
He made it His special business on earth 
that the blind received their sight, the lame 
walked, the lepers were cleansed, the deaf 
heard and the dead were raised. (Matt. 11 : 
2-6.) The steward of life has not this miracu- 
lous power, but he can make it his business to 
minister to the wants of men and help them to 
better conditions, whether he be ruler or 
subject. Our stewardship of life consists in 
trying conscientiously to carry out the Golden 
Rule, co-operate with our fellow-men and to 
follow the example of Jesus Christ in His 
business of ministering to men. 

THE GREAT OBJECTIVES 

A Transformed Life. The first great ob- 
ject is a transformed life. The transforma- 
tion is made through the dynamic power of 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. "We can 
use up the powers He has given us, only, by 
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taking Christ into the life and then passing 
Him out to others. This can be accomplished 
in prayer, in worship, in communion, in ser- 
vice, in business, in the home and in our deal- 
ings with our fellow-men. Every time we pass 
Christ on to another, instead of weakening our 
own life, it increases our own power. In 
Christ's kingdom, "that which giveth away 
always tendeth to increase." The constant 
repetition of this process transforms the life 
into the likeness of God. 

World Salvation. The salvation of the 
world was Christ's great objective, and it 
must, therefore, be our objective. "For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world should be saved 
through him." (John 3 : 16, 17.) 

This wonderful utterance should cause 
every Christian to seek the salvation of the 
world. If Christ's plan was world salvation, 
then we must not only make it an individual 
matter, but we must place the influences of 

Christ on all institutional and social orders. 
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So there is a group stewardship as well as a 
personal stewardship. 

Victorious Local Church. The final ob- 
jective is a victorious local church. The 
stewardship of life must have an application 
to His divine institution called the local 
church. The membership of such a church is 
united for the purpose of teaching, training, 
extension, etc., and of necessity the Christian 
must give time, talent, energy, personality 
and possessions in order to make the church 
a real power toward the accomplishment of 
.Christ's work in the world and in the local 
field. The local church will be victorious and 
successful when it receives from every mem- 
ber a due share of whatever is in -the life 
that will help accomplish Christ's purpose. 

SPECIALIZED SERVICE FOB ITS 
EFFICIENCY 

By specialized service we mean work 
designed to serve a certain end or ends. Some 
must be wholly occupied in direct specialized 
service ; but all must be wholly devoted to the 
great tasks of the church. The stewardship 

of life is not reserved for peculiar talents. 
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The task is as wide as life, with room for 
every human ability. 

It shall be our aim, in Study Four, to give 
a disquisition of the stewardship of service, 
but here we shall simply point out some 
special forms of work that will add to the 
effectiveness of the stewardship of life. 

1. Church Officers. Such as elders, dea- 
cons, stewards, etc. These church officers go 
by different titles in different communions. 
Their qualifications and duties are carefully 
defined in the Bible. To conduct a really suc- 
cessful church it is necessary to have a perma- 
nent body of spiritual leaders. This field of 
life service should be carefully considered by 
every steward of God. 

2. Ministers. The work of the "pastor" 
or minister is one of the fields of work toward 
which every one should aspire who really 
covets the ideal stewardship of all life. No 
vocation in all the world calls for more of 
the. best in manhood or offers greater oppor- 
tunities for real leaders. 

3. Assistants. Here is a splendid field 
calling for workers. Besides visiting, there is 
the work of the church office, keeping of 
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records, care of correspondence, and clerical 
work of the church. The church and minis- 
ter need all the young men and women who 
are willing to apply their abilities. 

4. "Lay" Preachers. Here is a field of 
large opportunity seriously neglected in the 
past. There are scores of men in our churches 
to-day who have the ability to preach the 
gospel acceptably. Congregations can be 
ministered to in neglected and remote dis- 
tricts. Churches can be organized in homes 
and schoolhouses. Mission stations can be 
reached. Any one who can speak to a group 
need go no further for a commanding oppor- 
tunity. In these days, when so many churches 
are without preachers, there ought to be 
scores .of elders, deacons, and members of 
the church, trained and willing to devote 
their strength to the advancement of the 
kingdom in neglected places. 

5. Officers of Societies. The ministry of 
leadership and administration is the duty, of 
every Christian according to his ability and 
opportunity. Officers are needed for such 
organizations as the guilds, ladies' aid 
societies, young people's societies, boys' 
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clubs, etc. We should study this field of 
service in order to see the opportunities it 
offers and the calls it makes upon us. 

6. Directors of Religious Education. 
Many churches employ professionally trained 
men as the directors of religious education. 
But where it is not possible to employ such 
leaders, there are often men who have had 
special training who can undertake these 
duties. There are opportunities here for all 
who have the ability to organize all the proc- 
esses of education. 

7. Church School Superintendent. The 
church school is a field of service that re- 
quires trained lives for real efficiency. The 
shortcomings and inadequacies of our present 
Sunday schools should challenge all those who 
seek high service. The call is to quicken a 
slumbering church to its largest opportunity. 

8. Teachers. The church of to-day must 
believe in a teaching laity as well as a teach- 
ing ministry. Our church school will be doub- 
led in numbers and effectiveness when Chris- 
tian men and women, well qualified for the 
task, are induced to respond to the strong de- 
mand for more teachers. There is no reason 
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why Christian teaching and Bible instruction 
should be wholly confined to the Bible school. 
Jesus said, "Go, teach" (Matt. 28:19, 20), 
and He Himself taught the people in large and 
small groups. He had ever in mind His teach- 
ing mission. Here is a large field for this 
life-work of teaching. 

9. Personal Evangelists. In the church 
of to-day there is a great need of a work of 
the individual for the individual, but many 
draw back from this task. Yet it is in this 
field of work that the most effective service 
may be accomplished. Christ said to His 
followers: "Ye shall be my witnesses" (Acts 
1 : 8}. Jesus always entered into personal 
conversation with those whom He met, about 
the kingdom of God. 

The "Personal Evangelism" movement 
which has been inaugurated in certain 
churches is very important. It had its incen- 
tive in the writings of John (1:40-51), who 
tells us how Andrew won Peter and Philip 
won Nathaniel by personal effort. If all 
Christian stewards would seriously consider 
this field of service, there would be no more 
complaints about -decadent churches. 
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10. Missionaries. The kingdom of heaven 
can not fully come anywhere until it comes 
everywhere. All who work for the kingdom, 
then, work for it everywhere. Every one has 
a world mission. The essential part of the 
world task involves two elements supporting 
missions through the giving of money, and 
the giving of our lives in love and service. 
There is an immediate field for service in the 
first, but our special plea is for the second. 
The call of to-day is for young men and 
women to enlist as missionaries to help make 
this world Christian. The need for mission- 
aries has not ended, it never will until the 
whole heathen world has been brought to 
the foot of the cross. Even then we would 
still need the exchange of loving service. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that all life is a steward- 
ship and that it is the divine plan of trans- 
forming human character. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY THREE 

1. When we properly acknowledge God's 
ownership of all life, what does it produce? 
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2. What is God's twofold plan? 

3. What has God planned to main- 
tain? 

4. Give the foundations of that relation- 
ship. 

- 5. Why is it a definite obligation? 

6. What should govern us in all our 
divine and human relations? 

7. What obligation rests upon man? 

8. What can be said of a man as a trus- 
tee? 

9. Name the parable used to illustrate 
this great truth. 

10. How is it possible for life to lose its 
zeal and significance? 

11. How is the only way to keep life? 

12. What is the penalty for disuse? 

13. Name the three governing principles 
in the stewardship of life. 

14. How can we come into proper rela- 
tion with our fellow-men? 

15. In the matter of co-operation, what 
was the purpose of Jesus? 

16. Whose example should we always fol- 
low? 

17. Give the three great objectives. 
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18. How is the transformation of life 
made? 

19. "What should every Christian seek? 

20. What was Christ's great objective? 

21. When will the local church be victo- 
rious? 

22. Name ten opportunities for specialized 
service. 

23. To conduct a successful church, what 
is it first necessary to have? 

24. What vocation calls for the best that 
manhood offers? 

25. How can congregations be admin- 
istered to in remote places? 

26. What else can be accomplished by 
this type of work? 

27. How can this work become more effi- 
cient ? 

28. What does the church school specially 
require ? 

29. What must the church of to-day be- 
lieve in? 

30. In what field is it possible for all to 
work? 

31. What is the big challenge every 
young man and woman should face? 
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32. Why should the call of the missionary 
field appeal to everybody? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Read as much of Stalker's "Life of 
Christ" as you can find time for. 
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STUDY FOUR 

STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

THE CALL TO SERVICE 

Our belief in Christ must culminate in 
Christian service or else the belief itself will 
wither away. Jesus said: "Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven." (Matt. 5:16.) In giving this 
parting instruction to His disciples Jesus 
said: "Go ye therefore and teach all nations." 
(Matt. 28:19.) These passages ring with an 
optimistic call to service. We first express 
our belief in Christ and then go to work. 

The Importance of the Call. It will be a 
great day when the thousands upon thousands 
of professing Christians come to a burning 
consciousness that service is a trust for 
which the Christian steward must give an 
account. The pressing need in every genera- 
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tion is that the Christian should make a busi- 
ness of "serving" even as did our Lord. It- 
is the Christian's first work. "We can not 
too often remind ourselves that we can but 
serve Him by "serving" one another. 

Whether we feel like serving or not, as 
Christian^ we must serve until we do feel like 
it, for this has been entrusted to us, this ex- 
alted stewardship, by which, when faithful 
to it, we can lift the world. 

The Object of the Call. In Christ the 
apostles found the supreme object of service. 
They might have devoted themselves to social 
reform with splendid success, but the New 
Testament shows that they believed that in 
the person of Christ they had a more power- 
ful remedy than any other which they could 
urge. "And in none other is there salvation: 
for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved." (Acts 4:12.) 



THE PLACE OF SERVICE 

In the Heart. Christ's service must com- 
mence in the heart. We must be born anew 

in the kingdom of God. "Nicodemus saith 
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unto him, How can a man be born anew when 
he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb, and be born?" Jesus 
answered: "Verily, verily, I say iinto thee, 
Except one be born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.'* 
(John 3:4-6.) A careful study of Jesus' 
conversation with Nicodemus clearly brings 
out the necessity for a new heart. 

In the Home. Jesus said to a man whom 
he had healed: "Go to thy house unto thy 
friends, and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee, and how he had 
mercy on thee." (Mark 5:19.) Good homes 
are essential for the making of Christian 
characters. If our Christian lives are mani- 
fested here, they are quite sure to stand the 
outward strain. 

In the Community. Jesus commanded his 
disciples to begin their first service at home. 
He said: "But ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye 
shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8.) 
From this clear teaching we glean that a 
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man should begin to serve * Christ, testify for 
Him and make Him a place in the community 
where he lives. 

In the Wide World. "Go ye into the 
world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture." (Mark 16:15.) The field of service 
takes in the whole world and every condition 
of men. "We are besought to take every 
possible opportunity and every means to 
preach the gospel and cause men to accept 
Christ as their Saviour. 

JESUS THE PATTERN OP SERVICE 

In His Teachings. No one can doubt the 
central place which service held in the teach- 
ing of the Master. Consider, first, the parable 
of the good Samaritan: "Jesus answered and 
said: A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among 
robbers, who both stripped him and beat him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. And 
by chance a certain priest was going down 
that way : and when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. And in like manner a 
Levite also, when he came to the place, and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

56 



STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was: and when he saw him he was 
moved with compassion, and came to him, 
and bound up his wounds, pouring on them 
oil and wine; and he set him on his beast, 
and brought .him to an inn, and took- care of 
him. And on the morrow he took out two 
shillings, and gave them to the host, and said, 
Take care of him; and whatsoever thou 
spendest more, I, when I come back again, 
will repay thee. "Which of these three, thinkest 
thou, proved neighbor unto him that fell among 
the robbers? And he said, He that showed 
mercy on him. And Jesus said unto him, Go, 
and do thou likewise." (Luke 10:30-37.) 

That the destiny of the dead before the 
throne of God depended upon service to 
humanity was shown by Jesus when He 
said: "And before him shall be gathered 
all the nations: and he shall separate 
them one from another, as the shepherd 
separateth the sheep from the goats; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. Then shall the king say 
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
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for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat ; I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then 
shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or 
athirst, and gave thee drink ? And . when 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? and when saw 
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
.thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, 
even these least, ye did it unto me." (Matt. 
25:32-42.) 

Jesus also clearly revealed the purpose 
of his life when He said: "The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ranson for 
many." (Matt. 20:28.) "He that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant." (Matt. 
20: 27.) "I am in the midst of you as he that 
serveth." (Luke 22:27.) Such passages 
might be multiplied indefinitely. 
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In His Life. Christ's life was one of such 
constant service that we can not think of Him 
without the thought of. His helping some one. 
Even with the whole kingdom of God upon 
His heart, He yet poured out His care on a 
blind BartimsBus, or a discouraged prodigal, 
or a poor widow crying for her rights. Every- 
where Jesus gave Himself in service. 

His Spiritual Experience. "And Jesus 
came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up: and he entered, as his custom 
was., into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and stood up to read. And there was deliv- 
ered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
And he opened the book, and found the place 
where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the poor: he hath sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives, and recover- 
ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord. And he closed the 
book and gave it back to the attendant, and 
sat down: and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fastened on him." (Luke 4: 

16-21.) 
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Service was the ideal of His whole spir- 
itual experience. When Jesus prayed, He 
remembered friends, like Peter sorely tempted 
and needing help (Luke 22:31, 32). And 
when Jesus was transfigured, He used His 
power in practical ministry (Matt. 17:9-18). 
Obviously, then, Jesus' public worship, His 
faith in God, His prayers, His eternal hope 
and His transfigured hours all centered 
round a devoted life of service to indi- 
viduals. 

In His Invitation. Jesus says: "Take. my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." (Matt. 11:29, 30.) 
First is the invitation "Take my yoke;" 
that means simply that we surrender. Then 
He says "learn of me"; that means training 
in discipleship. And then in Matt. 28 : 19, 
"Go ye into all the world;" that means the 
outer reach of all service for a world And 
so, you see, Jesus, the Master, asks us to sur- 
render freely to Him in service. Jesus never 
sends anybody alone. We are yoked with 
Him in service. 

60 



STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

THE PERSPECTIVE OF SERVICE 

Secret Life of Prayer. The first of the 
threefold perspective of service is a secret 
life of prayer an inner life with Him that 
the outside world knows nothing about. 
Jesus said: "When thou prayest, enter into 
thy closet, and having shut the door, pray 
to thy Father who is in secret, and thy 
Father who seeth in secret shall recompense 
thee." (Matt. 6:6.) Here the Master directs 
His disciples, when they pray, to seek a. 
place where they would be alone with God, 
and there to pray to Him. 'The power of 
this privilege is clearly demonstrated in the 
Scriptures. You will remember that Jesus 
continued all night in prayer (Luke 6:12). 
The Saviour, with the task of serving the 
whole wide world upon Him, felt so much 
the importance of secret prayer that He 
arose up before it was day to secure time. 
The Christian, in his stewardship of service, 
has thoughts, feelings, problems, which can 
be met in no other way. He must ever 
remember this promise: "Pray to thy 
Father who is in secret, and thy Father who 
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seeth in secret shall recompense thee." (Matt. 
6:6.) 

Open Life of Purity. The second perspec- 
tive is an open life of purity. Jesus said: 
"As the Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you." At another time He said: "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." So, 
you see, Jesus asks us to' take His place and 
embody Himself anew. Paul understood this 
thoroughly, for he said: "I have been cru- 
cified with Christ." There is an old dead I: 
''Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me." (Gal. 2:20.) Martin Luther 
said about this verse, in the comment he 
made on Galatians: "If somebody should 
knock at my heart's door and ask who lives 
here, I must not say Martin Luther lives 
.here; I would say Martin Luther is dead; 
Jesus Christ lives here." 

Plainly the Master's plan is to serve 
humanity by living His life over again in 
each of us. This can only be accomplished 
through an open life of purity. 

An Active Life of Service. When a man 
is called to become a steward, he is. called 
to an active life of service. He may be 
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absorbed for most of the day in earning 
something to eat, something to wear and 
some place to sleep, yet where there is the 
warm touch with Jesus there will come a 
yearning for a life of service. There is always 
some spare time, with planning, that can be 
used in direct service in church or school. 
Above . everything else it must be realized 
that we are to establish a life of active ser- 
vice by placing Christ and His kingdom first 
(Matt. 6:32, 33). 

FIVE ENEMIES OF SERVICE 

1. Meddlesomeness. One of the commonest 
enemies of service is meddlesomeness. "For 
we hear of some that walk among you dis- 
orderly, working not at all, but are busy- 
bodies. Now then they that are such we 
command and exhort in tlie Lord Jesus 
Christ, that with quietness they work, and 
eat their own bread." (2 Thess. 3:11, 12.) 

Desiring to be useful, we sometimes be- 
come "busybodies." We should be careful 
never to lack humility and tact. After all, 
those who help most are those who practice 

modesty and good sense in service. 
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2. Lordliness. Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippian Christians, is concerned about the 
spirit of their service. He says: "If there 
is any exhortation in Christ, if aiiy consola- 
tion of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any tender mercies and compassions, 
make full my joy, that ye be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind; doing nothing through 
faction or through vainglory, but in lowli- 
ness of mind each counting other better than 
himself; not looking each of you to his own 
things, but each of you also to the things of 
others." (Phil. 2:14.) Service can *be 
utterly spoiled by the attitude of lordliness. 
We must have, as Paul pointed out in the 
preceding verse, "the mind of Christ." 

3. Self-conceit. "For I say, through the 
grace that was given me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but so to 
think as to think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to each man a measure of faith. 
For even as we have many members of the 
one body, and all the members have not the 
same office: so we, who are many, are one 
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body in Christ, and severally members one of 
another." (Rom. 12:3-5.) Paul is anxious 
lest intended service should be spoiled l)y 
self-conceit. 

4. Notoriety. A good example of noto- 
riety and prominence is found in Matt. 20: 
20-28. In our service we should never think 
of the gain in fame and popularity which 
may come to us. 

5. Disheartenment. No trouble or dis- 
hearteninent of any kind need keep anybody 
from the joys of service. The chance to 
serve comes to all doers. To all people dis- 
couraged about handicaps in life this, then, 
is the message: "Any one who gives himself 
whole-heartedly to happiness can be used in 
ministry." 

THE PRACTICE OF SERVICE 

All May Serve. That all do not is sim- 
ply because service requires a stewardship 
that all do not have. When the stewardship 
of service is acquired by all Christians, there 
will be a glad doing of just what service He 
desires. "What it may happen to be will be a 
small matter in itself. It is for Him, His 
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desire, and that will bring out the best in 
service that we have. 

In the closing of our study, therefore, we 
will examine five ways in which we may 
practice the stewardship of service: 

1. Personal Work. The most effective 
service is accomplished through personal 
work. Every man who accepts Christ be- 
comes, in a certain sense, a steward to enlist 
others in His service and to give them the 
light of life. 

If all the followers of Christ would do 
personal work, there would be no more com- 
'plaints about a disappearing church. 

2. Teaching. Jesus Himself taught the 
people, in large and small groups, on the 
mountain (Matt. 5:1, 2), in the synagogue 
(Matt. 4:34), by the seaside (Mark 2:13) 
and in the temple (Matt. 26:55). He set an 
example of painstaking instructions for His 
followers. The time has come when the 
"teaching ministry" and the "teaching 
laity" must seek to save our churches from 
ignorance and ruin. 

3. Ministering to the Sick. All of us 

should seek the privilege of ministering 
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directly to the comforts and recovery of the 
sick: Wherever Jesus went the people 
thronged about Him for the healing touch. 
"And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Go and tell John the things which ye hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, and 
the lame walk, the lepers are 'cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have good tidings preached to 
them." (Matt. 11:4, 5.) He used His mighty 
power to heal and help humanity. There 
are many that are sick in body and mind. 
Here is a large field for this service of love 
and mercy. 

4. Caring 1 for 'the Needy. It is the com- 
monplace of Christ's teachings that we 
should care for the poor, afflicted and desti- 
tute. He said: "Whoso hath the world's 
goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and 
shutteth . up his compassion from him, how 
doth the love of God abide in him? My 
little children, let us not love in word, neither 
with the tongue; but in deed and truth." (1 
John 3:17, 18.) 

We need to see with unmistakable clear- 
ness that Christian service is not simply spir- 
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itual ministry to men's souls, but that "pure 
religion and undefiled before our God 'and 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep one- 
self unspotted from the world." (Jas. 1:27.) 
5. Reclamation of Character. It is every 
Christian's duty to work for the reclamation 
of character. Christ was severely criticized 
by the Pharisees for receiving sinners. In 
reply, He spake unto them this parable: 
"What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, and having lost one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in 
the wilderness, and go after that which is 
lost, until he find it? And when he hath 
found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoic- 
ing. And when he cometh home, he calleth 
together his friends and his neighbors, say- 
ing unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. I say unto 
you, that even so there shall be joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine righteous persons, who 
need no repentance." (Luke 15:1-7.) We 
need to fill our hearts with deep compassion 
for those who have fallen "by the wayside," 
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and hasten the reclamation of character, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that what God asks is 
that we shall bring the talent we have, with 
the best possible training, and let Him use us 
absolutely, as He may wish, and that we must 
finally give an account as stewards of service. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY POUR 

1. "What is the call of service? 

2. What is the importance of the call? 

3. What is the object of the call? 

4. Where shall men serve the Christ? 

5. What is essential for the making of 
Christian character? 

6. How shall we serve Christ in our com- 
munity? 

7. How shall we serve Christ in the 
world? 

8. Who is the pattern of service? 

9. What parable shows the place of ser- 
vice in the teachings of Christ? 

10. When did Jesus reveal the purpose of 

His life? 
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11. When Jesus went to church, what did 
He think about? 

12. Give the Master's invitation. 

13. What is the true perspective of service ? 

14. How does the Master plan to serve 
humanity? 

15. How can this be accomplished? 

16. In an active life of service, where 
place Christ and His kingdom? 

17. Name the five enemies of service. 

18. Why is it that all Christians do not 
serve ? 

19. In what five ways may we practice 
the stewardship of service? 

20 % What is the importance of personal 
work? 

21. Where is there a large field for love 
and mercy? 

22. What is pure religion and undefiled? 

23. State every Christian's duty. 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Make a special study of specialized ser- 
vice thus far suggested, and indicate what 
seems to you the most significant call, and 
why. 
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STUDY FIVE 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME 

COMMANDMENT 

In the Beginning. In six days God com- 
pleted the work of creation, and "God saw 
everything that he had made, and, behold, it 
was very good." (Gen. 1:31.) 

On the seventh day God rested; of the 
day of rest He did not say, "It is good," as 
He had said on the other days, but he 
"blessed and hallowed it." (Gen. 2:3.) 
^Surely God intended us to know that one day 
in the seven belonged especially to Him. 

As a Commandment. When God gave to 
Moses the Ten Commandments on Mount 
Sinai, He said: "Remember the sabbath day 
to keep it holy." (Ex. 20:8.) He does not 
say: "Go to church on Sunday, and that is 
enough." God really wants us to count one 
day out of the week as His day, and spend 

it in doing things for Him. 
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As -the Minimum for His Service. From 
these promises we conclude that God has set 
apart one-seventh of our time as the mini- 
mum for His service. Christians everywhere 
should acknowledge this, and, as stewards of 
time, sanctify wholly to the Lord one day in 
seven. 

EVIDENCES 

We stated that one day in seven should 
be consecrated to the service and worship of 
God. But what day should be set apart? 
Evidently the first day of the week, for the 
following reasons: 

1. The Resurrection of Christ. On the 
first day of the week Christ rose from the 
dead. This itself is enough to constrain every 
Christian, and consecrate the day wholly to 
the Lord. 

2. The Example of Christ. On "the first 
day of the week, and when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them, Peace be unto you." (John 20: 19.) 

3. The Beginning of the Church. The 
church of Christ began on the first day of 
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the v week, and believers were for the first 
time baptized by the authority of Christ. 
"They then that received his word were bap- 
tized: and there were added unto 'them in 
that day about three thousand souls." (Acts 
2:41.) 

4. The Custom "of the Early Church. On 
this day the early Christians met together 
for the purpose of attending to the Lord's 
Supper and other acts of worship. This is 
evident from Luke's testimony concerning 
the church at Troas: "And we sailed away 
from Philippi after the days of unleavened 
bread, and came unto them to Troas in five 
days; where we tarried seven days. And 
upon the first day of the week, when we 
were gathered together to break bread, Paul 
discoursed with them, intending to depart 
on the morrow ; and prolonged his speech 
until midnight." Also from Paul's direction 
given to the churches at Galatia and Corinth: 
"Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I gave order to the churches of 
Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day 
of the week let each one of you lay-by him 
in store, as he may prosper, that no collec- 

73 



STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

tion be made when I come." (1 Cor. 16: 1", 2.) 
These facts prove that the first day of the 
week was from the beginning sanctified to 
the Lord by the apostles and all early Chris- 
tians. 

Our obligation, then, is to set apart the 
first day of the week for the Lord's Day. It 
is not our day; it belongs to the Lord. We 
are, therefore, stewards of this portion of 
time. 

PLANNING THE USE OF TIME 

First Fruitage. The first fruitage of time 
to be set apart by a steward of God should 
be devoted to cultivating Christian character 
by the reading of the Bible, .by prayer, by 
attendance upon public worship and by ser- 
vice in Christ's name amongst His fellow- 
men. He should acquire Christian edu- 
cation that will make him competent to prop- 
erly relate himself to business life and family 
affairs, and to all activities of the church. 

Proper Proportions. We spoil our lives 
by a lack of proper proportions when we 
attempt .to give to God two hours on Sunday, 
then give the family the sleeping-hours and 
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mealtimes, while all the remainder of the 
time is spent in the whirl of business. The 
church must be given a share of every stew- 
ard's time, otherwise it will languish and fail 
of its purpose. It is also essential that we 
remember that money can not be given in 
place of time. God must be lovingly given 
proper proportion of all our time. 

Paul's Injunction. When Paul wrote to 
the Ephesians, he thought they had forgotten 
that their time, as well as everything else, 
belonged to God, and he said: "Look there- 
fore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, 
but as wise; redeeming the time, because the 
day are evil.". (Eph. 5:15, 16.) That is, 
give full value for it; make it count for 
something. Surely God intended us to know 
that in our stewardship we are called upon 
to redeem the time. 

REASONS FOB PROPER STEWARDSHIP 

OF TIME 

1. The Brevity of Life. The Bible con- 
tains a most liberal estimate of the period 
allotted to human life. It is threescore years 
and ten. At this rate a man of twenty-one 
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will have 17,885 days in which to live. A 
man of twenty-five will have 16,425 days; a 
man of thirty-five, 12,775 days; a man of 
forty-five, 9,125. That is a man's capital, but 
it is capital to which a man can not add. 
We must live on the principal, for it draws 
no interest. No man has a lease on life. The 
Psalmist realized this when he said: "So 
teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." Truly the 
brevity of life is an impelling motive for 
the proper employment of time. 

2. The Value of Time. We are successful, 
other things being equal, as we value time. 
Those who benefit the world by their Chris- 
tian experience and their church by their 
zeal are those who make the best possible 
use of every minute. It is remarkable what 
can be accomplished in a short lifetime. 

Paul, in less than thirty years, planted 
churches over all of Palestine. Dwight L. 
Moody, in the course of his life, preached 
more than thirty thousand sermons. Spur- 
geon, during his lifetime, wrote between fifty 
and sixty volumes. Jesus lived only thirty- 
three years, but in three years He gave a 
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new religion to the world, which has been 
a blessing to the nations of the earth. 

These are but a few of the examples of 
great men who show what can be done in a 
brief space of time. It may not be within 
your power to become a great leader of out- 
standing prominence, but it is within your 
power to make every day blossom as the rose 
and bring forth abundant fruits. 

3. The Account to Be Rendered. At the 
judgment we shall all be called to render 
an account of our stewardship of time. In 
fact, our happiness or misery throughout 
eternity depends upon the right employment 
of time. Therefore let us so live that when 
the summons comes we can render an account 
with joy, and not with trembling, of Our 
stewardship of time. 

4. What It Will Accomplish. It is evi- 
dent, from what is now before us, that the 
proper stewardship of time by all Christians 
would do the following things: 

(1) Serve to promote our own enjoyment. 

(2) Enlarge the sphere of our usefulness. 

(3) Be a powerful check on many of the 
evils that now curse the world. 
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(4) And finally bring about the most 
glorious era in the world, when "the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea." (Isa. 11:9.) 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that, according as we pro- 
portion our time, with due regard to our 
giving as well as to our living and serving, 
we prove ourselves to be true stewards of 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY FIVE 

1. Of what does the Bible say, "Behold, 
it was good"? 

2. How did the seventh day differ from 
the others? 

3. What is the minimum of time for God's 
service ? 

4. What day in seven should be set apart 
to the service and worship of God? 

5. Give four reasons for observing the 
first day of 'the week. 

6. What passages indicate that Jesus in- 
tended by His example to honor and sanctify 

the first day of the week? 
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7. What should the first fruitage of our 
time be devoted to? 

8. Why should a Christian devote his time 
to Christian education? 

9. How may we spoil our lives? 

10. Can money be given in place of time? 

11. State Paul's injunction. 

12. What does Paul mean by redeeming 
the time? 

13. What are the three reasons for the 
proper employment of time? 

14. What is the Bible estimate of the 
period allotted to human life? 

15. What is within the power of every 
man? 

16. Upon what does our happiness or mis- 
ery throughout eternity depend? 

17. What things will the proper steward- 
, ship of time accomplish? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Time should be offered, following this les- 
son, for a general review of the previous 
chapters. 
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STUDY SIX 

STEWARDSHIP OF MONEY 
LAYING THE FOUNDATION 

A Man and His Money. In laying the 
foundation for this study, we are confronted 
with the question: Shall a man and his 
money be related in terms of ownership or 
of stewardship ? If in terms of ownership, 
the foundation of God is denied, and the 
world never can become Christian ; then the 
foundation principle of divine ownership 
must be accepted. Therefore the recognition 
and acknowledgment of God's ownership is 
essential in consideration of money as admin- 
istered by the steward in faithfulness. 

Basis for Producing Money. The one 
basis for producing money is a right relation 
to Jesus Christ and His Father. The result 
of that relationship will be a faithful stew- 
ardship; therefore God will receive regularly 
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a due proportion, of all money which comes 
to the individual. 

ACQUIRING 

Ways of Acquiring 1 . There are two ways 
of coming into possession of money by gift 
or inheritance and by our own efforts. That 
which comes by inheritance brings less of the 
character value than that which comes as the 
result of honest effort put forth in acquiring. 
If, however, what is inherited be regarded as 
a stewardship, it will enlarge and enrich the 
life of the one who inherits. 

Making Money. The desire to make 
money is practically universal. Moody says: 
"Make all you can, save all you can, give 
all you can." Shelley says: "I desire money 
because I think I know how to use it." It 
-commands labor, it gives leisure; and to give 
leisure to those who will employ it in the 
forwarding of truth is the noblest present 
that an individual can make to this world. 
It should always be remembered that money- 
making and Christianity are compatible. The 
accumulation of money is a legitimate object. 
Much money in the hands of a faithful stew- 
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ard is a motive power of great force among 
men. Goethe said: " Nobody should be rich 
but those who understand it." But I would 
add that it should be the duty of every stew- 
ard to know how to use it. Truly there is 
no good reason why every one should not 
seek wealth by pluck and perseverance in 
legitimate business. 

Acquisition as Taught by Jesus. Jesus 
gave the law of increase in His parable of 
the talents: "But his lord answered and 
said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful ser- 
vant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed 
not, and gather where I did not scatter; 
thou oughtest therefore to have put my 
money to the bankers, and at my coming I 
should have received back mine own with 
interest." (Matt. 25:26, 27.) The foolish 
virgins are likewise condemned for not going 
"to them that sell" and buy oil: "But the, 
wise answered, saying, Peradventure there 
will not be enough for us and you: go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for your- 
selves." 

The man in search of the hidden treasure 

buys the field where it is located: "The king- 
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dom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden 
in the field; which a man found, and hid; 
and in his joy he goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field." (Matt. 13: 
44.) The merchantman is represented as dili- 
gently hunting for pearls: "Again, the king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a man that is 
a merchant seeking goodly pearls." (Matt. 
13 : 45.) The householder planted a vineyard, 
and let it out to husbandmen: "Hear another 
parable: There was a man that was a house- 
holder, who planted a vineyard, and set a 
hedge about it, and digged a winepress in 
it, and built a tower, and let it out to hus- 
bandmen, and went into another country." 
(Matt. 21:3.) The employer is hunting the 
labor market for men to hire: "For the king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a man that was a 
-householder, who went out early in the morn- 
ing to hire laborers into his vineyard. And 
when he had agreed with the laborers for 
a shilling a day, he sent them into his vine- 
yard. And he went out about the third hour, 
and saw others standing in the marketplace 
idle; and to them he said, Go ye also into 
the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will 
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give you. And they went their way. Again 
he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, 
and did likewise. And about the eleventh 
hour he went out, and found others stand- 
ing; and he said unto them, "Why stand ye 
here all the day idle?" (Matt. 20:1-6.) The 
Master Himself makes us see the fishermen 
easting the dry net into the sea: "Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 
that was cast into the sea, and gathered of 
every kind: which, when it was filled, they 
drew up on the beach; and they sat down, 
and gathered the good into vessels, but the 
bad they cast away." (Matt. 13:47, 48.) To 
Jesus the kingdom of God is in the very 
midst of a busy world, where men are buy- 
ing and selling and getting gain. In acquir- 
ing possessions we become benefactors by 
administering them in the service of God and 
our fellow-men. 

SAVING AND SPENDING 

Money Wisely Used. We must all face 
the responsibility of rightly using our money. 
Some one has said: "It requires more sense 
to know how to use it than to save it." Not 
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every one who has the ability to make money 
has the ability to wisely use it. The pos- 
sessor of money must constantly make de- 
cisions as to the use to which he will put it. 
The value of money always depends upon 
the use we make of it. 

Trained to Spend Properly. Unless we 
are trained to spend properly, we can not 
expect to become successful in our steward- 
ship of money. We should begin with right 
ideas of money, saving and spending. He who 
is not taught to manage his own affairs is not 
affie to manage the affairs of God's house. 

How to Spend. The steward is required 
to know Tiow to spend. He should take into 
account the following items of legitimate 
expenditure : 

1. Living necessities. Every man ought to 
provide food, raiment, shelter and the like 
for himself and those dependent upon him, 
This is a necessity. 

2. Education. Money spent for the means 
of higher development is well spent. It in- 
cludes education, music and kindred interests. 
It will enlarge one's power to serve, and make 
the life more effective. 
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3. Recreative and medical needs. This 
includes the care and repair of both mind 
and body by means of all upbuilding agen- 
cies. 

4. "Welfare. "We use this term to cover 
the institutions which minister to the welfare 
of the community, State and nation. 

5. Maintenance of business. Maintenance, 
whether it cost much or little, is essential in 
the pursuit of business, profession or other 
means of livelihood. 

The foregoing objects of expenditure 
should be viewed as a whole, so as to regV 
late what is necessary to expend for them, 
with due sense of proportion in relation to 
one another. In spending money we shall 
do well to always remember that, as God's 
steward, we must first ascertain His mind. 
This should determine every detail. 

How to Save. There are many ways of 
saving in this day and age. The bank, 
Christmas savings funds, post-office savings 
department, loan of the Federal Government 
all these help to extend the habits of sav- 
ing money. Many communities are being 
systematically trained to save through such 

86 



STEWARDSHIP OF MONEY 

agencies as thrift departments, Liberty Loans 
and building and loan associations. Any safe 
way of saving is the way of laying by for 
the morrow. Undoubtedly 'saving of the 
right sort obviates waste, conserves force and 
prepares for the future. 

Problem of Excessive Riches. Jesus 
warned against the "deceitfulness of riches": 
"And the cares of the world, and the deceit- 
fulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful." (Mark 4: 19.) He also 
says: "Children, how hard it is for them that 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God!" (Mark 10:24.) He was very clear 
on this subject in His interview with the rich 
young ruler: "And Jesus looking upon him 
loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure in heaven: and come, follow me. But 
his countenance fell .at the saying, and he 
went away sorrowful: for he was one that 
had great possessions." (Mark 10:21, 22.) 
There is need to be ever on guard against 
the subtle temptations which may accompany 
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excessive riches. But, by applying the teach- 
ings of Jesus as to the using of money in the 
interest of the kingdom of God on earth, a 
victorious day 'shall be ushered in. 

The Controlling Principle. The Christian 
must regulate his stewardship of money by 
the principles which Jesus taught and Him- 
self followed. All of our spending and sav- 
ing is to be on the basis of "His kingdom 
first": "But seek ye first his kingdom, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you." (Matt. 6:33.) 

TYPES OP GIVING 

In addition to saving and spending money, 
every Christian must consider the giving of 
money to the whole-world task. It includes 
all the work of the local church, as well as 
the wider missionary task. Let us consider 
five types of giving: 

1. Emotional Giving. This type of giving 
has prevailed in the average church for a 
long time. Paul's statement to the church 
at Corinth probably applies to this class of 
giving. He says: "That there be no collec- 
tion when I come." (1 Cor. 16:1.) He did 
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not desire gifts under the pressure of his 
presence and personality. Of course, it is 
better to give under emotional pressure than 
not at all, but it is much better to give pro- 
portionately and regularly. 

2. Sentimental Giving. Sentiment con- 
trols the giving spirit of some people. They 
give because they like the minister, of course ; 
if later on they come to dislike him, they 
cancel their subscriptions. Some do not be- 
lieve in Home Missions, others will not sup- 
port Foreign Missions, while still others do 
not believe in missions at all. Of course, 
such objects receive none of their money. 
Sentimental giving will never build up a 
Christian life. 

3. Business Giving. Some people give to 
the church when they feel that they must 
do so for business reasons. They sometimes 
make large subscriptions on public occasions, 
especially when the name and amount are 
called out, to secure the good will of the 
church people. 

4. Regular Giving. Many people practice 
systematic giving "on the first day of the 
week." But they fail to carry out the latter 
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part of the Scriptural injunction: "Let each 
one of you lay by him in store as he may 
prosper, that no collections be made when I 
come." (1 Cor. 16:2.) It is not enough to 
give with great regularity; the Christian 
must also give proportionately. 

5. Stewardship Giving. Under the system 
of stewardship giving, the Christian counts 
himself only as a trustee of all that he holds 
in his life. He must therefore seek the will 
of God and distribute the firstfruits of all 
that he possesses. Stewardship giving is in- 
telligent. It needs to know the wide field, 
as well as the local church. The money is 
distributed carefully, so that all the world is 
blessed thereby. So important is the whole 
question of proportionate stewardship in its 
relation to the Christian life that we. need 
to study carefully the entire question in the 
next study. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that money is a motive to 
action, and that the value thereof depends on 

the use: we make of it. 
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QUESTIONS ON STUDY SIX 

1. How shall a man and his money be 
related? 

2. What is essential in consideration of 
the stewardship of money? 

3. Give the basis for producing money. 

4. What will be the result of proper rela- 
tionship ? 

5. When will the church have new spirit- 
ual powers? 

6. Name the ways of coming into posses- 
sion of money. 

7. What does Moody say about making 
money 1 ? 

8. Why should every one seek wealth? 

9. In acquiring, how do we become bene- 
factors ? 

10. What important thing must the pos- 
sessor of money always do ? " 

11. Upon what does the value of money 
depend? 

12. Name five objects of legitimate expen- 
diture. 

13. What should determine every detail 

of expenditure? 
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14. Name some ways of saving money. 

15. What are the results of savings of the 
right sort? 

16. "What does Jesus say about the de.ceit- 
fuliiess of riches? 

17. State the controlling principle in the 
stewardship of money. 

18. Name the five types of giving. 

19. "Why is stewardship giving superior to 
all other types of giving? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Work out as nearly as you can the per- 
centage of your living expenses and your 
saving, compared with your giving for the 
year, and make your own comment thereon. 
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STUDY SEVEN 

TITHING STEWARDSHIP 

ORIGltf AND HISTORY OF TITHING 

Meaning of "Tithe." Tithe is an Anglo- 
Saxon word, meaning "the tenth." It has 
special reference to the giving of one-tenth 
of our income to God. 

The Tithe in History. In the study of 
history, we find that the idea of the tenth 
covered all of the ancient world. Even those 
not Hebrew practiced the tithe. It is inter- 
esting to study the tithe from the days of 
Cain down to the days of Jesus. In all the 
annals of history no nations are found who 
did not pay tithes. 

Tithing Now. Tithing is practiced by 
hundreds of Christians to-day, and their rec- 
ord is remarkable. The tithe alone trans- 
forms financial conditions, pays old debts, 
meets new bills, erects buildings, increases 
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salaries, multiplies benevolence and injects 
new spiritual vigor in the church; 

THE LAW OF THE TITHE 

In the Old Testament. The beginning of 
the tithe started away back in the fourth 
chapter of Genesis, when Abel and Cain 
brought their offering to God. Each brought 
the best from his farm, and Abel's offering 
was received because of the spirit in which 
he gave it. The whole Jewish system was 
built upon the letter and spirit of the uni- 
versal law of the tithe, which is set forth in 
the Levitical code concerning it: "And all the 
tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is Jehovah's: 
it is holy unto Jehovah." (Lev. 27:30.) 
"The tenth shall be holy unto the Lord." 
(Lev. 27:33.) In the story of Abraham, we 
are told that he gave a tenth to Melchizedek. 
We read that Jacob promised to give a tenth 
of all he made in Mesopotamia. Throughout 
the Old Testament we find that when Israel 
followed God, the tithe was always paid, but 
when she wandered from God, the tithe was 

neglected and trouble came. 
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Many passages of Scripture teach the uni- 
versality of the law of the tithe. The prophet 
Malachi says: "For I, Jehovah, change not; 
therefore, ye, O sons of Jacob, are not con- 
sumed. From the days of your fathers ye 
have turned aside from mine ordinances, and 
have not kept them. Eeturn unto me, and I 
will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
But ye say, Wherein shall we return? Will 
a man rob God? yet ye rob me. But ye say. 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with the curse; 
for ye rob me, even this whole nation." (Mai. 
3:6-9.) This shows how the prophets felt 
about the tithe. 

There was another tithe called the third- 
year tithe, which was for the support of the 
fatherless, widows, etc. (Deut. 14: 28, 20, and 
26 : 12) . This tithe corresponds to our taxes 
to-day. It was in addition to, and had no 
connection with, the subject of the tithe 
under discussion. 

The first statement in Leviticus, as we 
have noticed, is a universal statement, with- 
out limitation of time, place or conditions. 
The law extends throughout the Old Testa.- 
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rnent, and next to the last chapter Jehovah 
has declared Himself: "Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the store-house, . . . and prove me 
now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it." (Mai. 
3:10.) 

In the New Testament. It is conceded by 
all that tithing was a universal obligation, 
practiced by the Jews up to the time of 
Christ. Since that time some claim that 
_ tithing is not a Christian obligation, else the 
teaching of the New Testament would have 
been more definite upon the subject. It is 
absurd to draw the conclusion that silence 
upon the subject means that the obligation 
was not binding upon the Christian church. 
The natural conclusion is that, since the obli- 
gation was already binding, silence upon this 
subject is the strongest argument in its favor. 
Perhaps another reason for New Testament 
silence on tithing is due to the fact that the 
liberality of the early church was so far in 
excess of the tithes tha't it was unnecessary 
to put special stress on the subject. How- 
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ever, we have some New Testament evidence 
on the matter of tithing. Jesus said: "Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites : 
for ye tithe mint and anise and cummin, and 
have left undone the weightier matters of 
the law, justice, and mercy, and faith: but 
these ye ought to have done, and not to have 
left the other undone.'* (Matt. 23:23.) 
Again, Jesus says: "Render therefore unto 
Csesar the things that are Caesar's; and unto 
God the things that are God's." (Matt. 22: 
21.) Here the Master is speaking of our 
definite obligation to the kingdoms of the 
world and the kingdom of God. The law of 
the tithe, like the laws against stealing, 
adultery, murder, etc., are binding for all 
times and unchangeable. So we conclude 
that the only way the coming of Christ 
affected the law of the tithe was to inspire us 
to keep this divine plan through His motive 
of love. Let 'iis remember that a tenth is 
only a fair 'share for God. "We must not 
stop here, for Jesus also said: "Freely ye 
have received, freely give." (Matt. 10:8.) 

In the Early Church. When we turn to 
the history of the Christian church, we find 
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that the early fathers speak of the tithe as 
the standard of giving for centuries. It will 
best serve our purpose to quote a bit of 
history from the pen of Dean Prideanz, who 
wrote in the seventeenth century. He says: 
"In the first ages of the church I confess 
we find no mention of tithes, because the 
zeal of the Christians was then such that 
they gave more in their voluntary offerings 
than the tithe would amount to. Thus, till 
the fourth age of the church, all the neces- 
sities of the church were fully answered by 
.the voluntary offerings of the faithful. "What 
was given in this way did much exceed a 
tenth of their income. But, then, this zeal 
beginning to grow cold, and some offering 
too little, and others nothing, a -question 
hereon arising how much it was that every 
one was bound to .give, it was generally de- 
termined among the fathers and doctors of 
the age, in conformity to what Tertullian 
and Origen and others had taught before, 
that ... all those offerings ought to be made 
in the proportion of a tenth of every man's 
income for the whole year. And this being 
what was the practice of, all the heathen 
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world round about them, as to the tithe 
which they" adored, and what all they that 
came into Christianity, whether it were from 
Gentileism or Judaism, had been before ac- 
customed to, it was with the more readiness 
submitted to, and it thenceforth became, by 
the unanimous consent of Christians, the re- 
ceived doctrine of the church that all men 
were obligated thereto." 

EIGHT REASONS FOR TITHING 

1. It Is an Acknowledgment of God's 
Ownership. The tithe is a grateful acknowl- 
edgment of God's ownership on God's terms. 
He holds personal dominion over all that we 
possess. This should not weaken, but 
strengthen, our readiness to use the nine- 
tenths as a faithful steward. 

2. It Is the Only Percentage Indicated in 
both the Old and New Testaments. The 
tenth was paid by Abraham and by other 
patriarchs before the statutes of the Jews 
were recorded. It was also uniformly fol- 
lowed during the entire history of the Jewish 
race. The Scriptures have indicated no other 
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percentage. The tithe should be regarded as 
the minimum, and generosity should begin at 
this point and lead up to Christian liberality. 

3. It Was Recognized and Honored by 
Christ. Jesus' purpose in saying, "Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! foi 
ye tithe mint and anise and cummin, and 
have left undone the weightier matters of the 
law, justice, and mercy, and faith: but these 
ye ought to have done, and not to have left 
the other undone," is to -help them to see 
that they can not observe the law and neg- 
lect the spirit. That Jesus spoke of tithing, 
and uses it in support of His teachings, shows 
conclusively that the tithe was recognized 
and honored by Christ. 

4. It Is Businesslike. : "What do you mean 
by paying the tithe?" asked a prominent 
business man. And when his question had 
been answered, he said: "That strikes me as 
a businesslike proposition." Truly, tithing 
links up the kingdom of God with a business- 
like religion. 

5. It Is Convenient and Practical. Tith- 
ing, were it not an obligation, is the most 
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convenient and practical basis for adminis- 
tering our possessions rightly. There is no 
substitute for the tithe. Those who have 
considered the subject have always named 
the tithe. 

6. It Will Make Happy, Triumphant Chris- 
tians. The practice of tithing will bring 
blessings into our lives, and mark the begin- 
ning of a new epoch in Christian experience. 
A man who tithes is always a happy, tri- 
umphant Christian. He but finds it so pleas- 
ant that he even delights in freewill offerings. 

7. It Will Secure Adequate Financial Sup- 
port to the Kingdom. Experiences show that 
tithing is the only plan that will secure 
adequate and dignified support for the king- 
dom. In the past, we have been giving, for 
all purposes, much less than our tithe. How 
can we as churches render an account of our 
stewardship? All who are familiar with 
church work must acknowledge that, in the 
past, her financial program has come far 
short of her responsibilities and opportunities. 

8. It Will Solve Every Financial Problem 
of the Church. We have tried all sorts of 
schemes to run the finances of the church, 
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from oyster soup and chicken pie to spas- 
modic giving, but it has not been a success." 
A United Presbyterian church in Ohio, with 
less than one-half its membership tithing, 
gave more to the Lord in 1920 than fourteen 
other churches in that city. Testimony from 
churches where the tithing program was 
faithfully carried o.ut is overwhelming. Tith- 
ing always solves the financial problem of 
the church. 

TITHING VERSUS MONET-RAISING 
METHODS 

The church has devised many methods for 
collecting the Lord's revenue. In some places 
one method obtains, in others you may find 
several, and sometimes nearly all are used 
in one local church. Let us glance at several 
of these money-raising methods: 

1. Subscription Papers. This old plan was 
originally used in small-sized communities. 
To-day it is one of the most- common, and 
yet unsatisfactory, methods of all. Undei 
this plan, when it is found necessary to raise 
money to pay the preacher, two or three of 

the active members decide to start a sub- 
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scription paper. One of the most influential 
men heads the list with a so-called enticing 
amount, and the raid begins. The paper is 
passed around to others to write down what 
they will give and when they expect to pay it. 
The result is that it requires a hard struggle 
to raise the necessary amount* Oftentimes 
the church is obliged to resort to other 
money-making methods in order to raise the 
last few dollars. This plan will not increase 
the influence of the church in the minds of 
the people. 

2. Assessments. -A budget for current 
expenses and for missions is made up by the 
official tioard. They then go over the list of 
members and assign to each one a share of 
the total. Of course, in many cases, the 
assessment is fair, but in many it can not be. 
But, if the whole church would obey God in 
the payment of the tithe, then we could use 
the assessment plan with glorious results, and 
our treasury would overflow with money, 
where to-day it is empty. 

3. Pew Rents. This is an old system, 
originally practiced in the New England 
churches. It has never provided sufficient 
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fluids to run the eliurcli. It is an unscrip-* 
tural practice. 

4. Freewill Offerings. No pledges are 
taken and. no envelopes are used. Members 
simply^ give what they please when they 
come to church. If a man is big-hearted, 
he will give liberally; but if he is stingy, he 
will contribute a dime, and console himself 
with the thought that he has done his duty. 
Under this plan we rob God of the tithe 
which is due him from our increase. 

5. Individual Collector. Under this plan 
one person is employed or appointed as col- 
lector. The chief business of the collector is 
to visit everybody in the community and 
secure subscriptions and cash from as many 
as possible. It stands to reason that such a 
plan is dangerous, both for the church and 
the collector. 

6. Loose Collections. This plan of financ- 
ing the church puts the organization at the 
mercy of a few members. It is not orderly 
or systematic, and consequently produces no 
results. . 

7. Underwriting Amounts. A few of the 

active, influential members agree to pay, if 
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necessary, whatever may be needed at the 
end of the year to keep the local church out 
of debt. The practice of this plan, with even 
the best of intentions, is not productive of 
good for the organization. A tithing church 
does not find it necessary to underwrite the 
budget. Hence the superiority of the divine 
plan over all plans devised by man. 

8. Money-making- Devices. This is the 
poorest of all plans for financing the church. 
It educates the membership to follow the line 
of least resistance and raise the money, in- 
stead of giving it out of love to Jesus Christ. 
Entertainments, social suppers, etc., are all 
right in their place. They are very useful 
in developing the spirit of brotherhood. But 
they should not be used for placing funds in 
the church treasury for Christian work. 
'Some arguments are given in favor of money- 
making devices by those who desire to con- 
tinue the practice, but when the whole mat- 
ter is considered, every argument in favor 
of it must give way before the habit of every 
Christian to give the firstfruit of all increase. 

9. Tithing. This plan, as we previously 
stated, provides for every member to set 
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apart one-tenth of his income for the Lord's 
work. In short, the tithing system meets all 
the conditions of the church and the individ- 
ual. No other system does. Hence this 
divine plan of tithing is superior to all the 
plans devised by man. 

OBJECTIONS BRIEFLY CONSIDERED 

Tithing Ended with the Old Testament 
Dispensation. It could not end with the Old 
Testament dispensation, because it did not 
begin with it, but long before. Tithing was 
universal, and' was never restricted to one 
people nor the land of promise. 

Tithing Was Not Commanded by Christ 
and His Apostles-. While tithing was not 
commanded by Christ in the New Testament, 
yet Jesus did approve of the principle of the 
tithe (Matt. 5:17, 18, and Matt. 23:23). 
The reason for not commanding it is prob- 
ably due to the fact that the system was so 
firmly established already that it needed no 
further enacting. 

Tithing Is Bribing God. If tithing bribes 
God, then do all gifts likewise, for all these 

things are designed to merit His favor. .God 
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the Father (owner) has fixed the conditions, 
and when these conditions are met, His will 
can not change in the matter. He has agreed 
in advance to bless the faithful steward and 
honest giver; therefore tithing can not pos- 
sibly bribe God. 

Tithing Is Not Giving According to Our 
Love to God. Obedience to God does not 
rest on sentiment or feeling, but is demanded 
by the law itself. The tenth is the minimum 
acknowledgment and deepest expression of 
generosity. Love could only begin beyond 
this point. 

.Tithing Is Oppressive to the Poor. How 
ean this be true when God has promised to 
bless the tither? A man who has but little 
has only one-tenth to give, and his giving is 
exactly in proportion to his income. If a 
person has but one dollar, the ninety cents 
after the dollar is tithed will go further than 
the dollar untithed. God will bless the 
ninety cents, but we have no warrant for 
supposing that He will bless the dollar un- 
shared by fTlm. The tithe should always be 
thought of as fundamental and beyond pri- 
vate judgment. 
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Tithing Will Bring into the Church Too 
Much Money. There can not be too much 
money provided for Christian work. A 
greater supply of money only opens hundreds 
and thousands of new opportunities, which 
always march a little in advance of the spend- 
ing. There is in the world-wide program of 
Jesus a margin which only the tithe will pro- 
vide for. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that by paying the tithe 
the true steward acknowledges the sover- 
eignty of Christ over his whole life, and 
indicates that he holds all as a sacred trust 
from God. 

# 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY SEVEN 

1. What is the meaning of "tithe"? 

2. Who paid the first tithe? . 

3. Where is the universal law of the tithe 
set forth? 

4. What does Malachi say about the tithe? 

5. What was the "third year" tithe? 

6. Is it connected with the tithe under 
discussion? 
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7. Where do we find Jehovah declaring 
Himself in the tithe? 

8. Quote the passage. 

9. Why is it absurd to draw the conclu- 
sion that New Testament silence upon the 
subject means that obligation is not binding? 

10. What can you say about the liberality 
of the New Testament church? 

11. How did the coming of Christ affect 
the law of the tithe? 

12. Give the New Testament reference to 
tithing. 

13. Shall we stop with the tithe? 

14. What does the history of the early 
church reveal? 

15. Give eight reasons for tithing. 

16. Name nine money-raising methods. 

17. What is the best plan? 

18. State your reason. 

19. Why could not tithing end with the 
old dispensation? 

20. Was tithing commanded by Christ and 
His apostles? 

21. Did Jesus approve of the principle of 
the tithe? 

22. Why is -not tithing bribing God? 
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23. Upon what does obedience to God de- 
pend? 

24. How woiild you answer this objec- 
tion, "Tithing is oppressive to the poor"1 

25. "Why is it impossible to bring into the 
church too much money? 

26. In what special way should the tithe 
always be thought of? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

Draw upon your owii experience and ob- 
servation for material which suggests further 
points for discussion in this study. 
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STUDY EIGHT 

STEWARDSHIP ACCOUNTING 
A WORKING SYSTEM 

Making Out a Personal Balance-sheet. 

The whole matter of training the membership 
to give through a working system has too long 
been neglected. We must be careful to put the 
Lord's money aside. "We must be minute and 
specific and careful, some having a bag, others a 
box, into which the Lord's portion is carefully 
put ; some having a separate banking account, 
and all having some kind of personal balance- 
sheet. Here we may put down what we 
receive and spend for God the Father (owner) 
and His Son Jesus Christ, that there may be 
no embezzlement of that which is not ours. 
Here is a suggestive form of a farmer's 
.budget, also a personal budget; they may, 
of course, be condensed or expanded, as 

desired : 

in 
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FARMER'S BUDGET. 

JOHN O. WHITE, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE LORD. 
1922. DR. OR. 

Jan. 1. Amount on hand $30.00 $3.00 

" 2. To 20 bushels oats, @ 40c 8.00 

" 5. Three head cattle, @ $60.00.... 180.00 

" 6. Thirty doz. eggs, @ 40c 12.00 

' ' 8. By offerings, church and Sunday 

school 1.00 

" 8. By dues on pastor's salary 8.00 

" 8. By missionary -contribution 8.00 

" 9. To 20 Ibs. butter, @ 40c~ 8.00 

" 10. To 10 bushels corn, @ 50c 5.00 

" 15. By contribution to benevolence 2.00 
' ' 15. By offerings to church and Sun- 
day school 1.50 

" 19. To 50 bushels wheat, @ $1.40.. 70.00 
' ' 22. By offerings, church and Sunday 

school 1.00 

' ' 22. By contribution to charity fund 5.00 

". 29. By contribution to missions 5.00 

" 29. By offering to church and Sun- 
day school 1.00 

" 31. To family expenses for January 35.00 

Carried forward 350.00 35.00 

A PERSONAL BUDGET. 

Salary $3,000.00 

Other sources 600.00 



Total income $3,600.00 
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EXPENDITURE. 

I. Giving 

Local church support $150.00 

Missions and benevolences ~ 110.00 

Local charities 50.00 

The poor : 50.00 

Total set apart for giving..... $360.00 

II. Living 

Food, etc $700.00 

Clothing 190.00 

House rent, light, heat, etc 700.00 

Medical 50.00 

Eecreation 150.00 

Incidentals 250.00 

$2,040.00 

III. Saving 

Insurance $150.00 

Christmas club 50.00 

Building and loan 1,000.00 

$1,200.00 



Total $3,600;00 

The above figures are given by way of 
suggestion only, and should be" revised to suit 
each particular case, in view of varying con- 
ditions, as to size of family, etc. 

How to Begin. Begin by setting apart 
one-tenth of your income for the present 
month. But, says one, I have debts to pay, 
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and my income must be devoted to that be- 
fore I can fairly be available for tithing. Of 
course, your creditors have a prior claim, to 
strangers on your income. But no creditors 
are to be preferred above the Lord. We do 
well to remember that the tithe of our income 
is our first and most pressing debt of honor. 

Keeping the Account. Since we must 
render an account to God, it is necessary 
that we do it honestly by keeping a strict 
record. 

A few years ago an Eastern merchant 
directed his clerk to open an account with 
the Lord, and to credit to it one-tenth of all 
the profits of the concern. His success was 
one of the wonders of the country, and the 
Lord's account amounted to thousands of 
dollars. The tithe should be kept separate, 
and an account kept of what is paid out of 
it. If Christians would try this for a time, 
it would soon be generally practiced. 

HOW ESTIMATE THE TIT 



In order to determine exactly the tithe, 
let each one estimate as nearly as possible 
his own income. In all cases of doubt always 
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give the Lord the advantage. Better pay a , 
little more than the tithe than a little less. 
It is not our aim to give a set rule for each 
particular case, but to simply point out some 
important usable suggestions. 

The Fanner. If the income from the 
farm is $3,000, and the cash value of food 
supplied for the family is $800, then the 
farmer's gross income is $3,800. From this it 
would be proper to deduct the expense^ for 
help, machinery and all necessary expenses 
in running the farm. 

The Merchant. Of course the merchant 
should deduct from his gross income all the 
running expenses of his business, such as 
rent, light and heat and what he pays his 
clerks. The remainder, before he takes any 
away for the support of himself and family, 
is his income, and one-tenth of this belongs 
to the Lord. 

The Day Laborer. There should be little 
difficulty in estimating the tithe of the trades- 
man or day laborer. He should tithe his 
entire wages. 

The Professional Man. If a physician, 
lawyer, teacher, preacher or professional 
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man, tithe the entire income, less office rent, 
if any. 

The Student. The student should tithe his 
allowance. A very noteworthy feature of a 
student in tithing is that it will greatly 
increase his spirit of liberality during his 
entire life. 

"Every One of You." Every follower of 
Christ should tithe what he receives, whether 
much or little. "Every one" is the divine 
injunction the boys, the girls, the husbands, 
the wives all are included in the command; 
all are Christians. In this way the entire 
family will enjoy the luxury of Christian 
giving. Let every Christian remember that, 
no matter how unfavorable the circumstances, 
the "tithe is the Lord's." If you have no 
income, of course you have nothing left to 
tithe, but be honest with God always tithe 
your income. 

"As God Hath Prospered." God requires 
that each steward shall settle with Him on 
this same basis. The obligation to give a 
tenth is binding upon all alike. Our differ- 
ence in giving comes in the amount given 

over and above the tithe. This will be deter- 

116 



STEWARDSHIP ACCOUNTING 

mined by the ability and the willingness of 
the giver. In other words, we can not give 
at all until we pay what we owe. In fact, 
giving can not commence until the tenth has 
been paid. The divine principle that "where 
much is given, much is required," is mostly 
enforced by the tithe system. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that the tithing system 
obligates all alike, and that, in order to pay 
the tenth, we must keep an accurate account 
of our income. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY EIGHT 

1. Why is it necessary for a steward to 
keep a strict and accurate account? 

2. In the suggested personal budget, what 
principal items are considered? 

3. How begin the account? 

4. Who has the first claim on your in- 
come? 

5. What would a strict accounting accom- 
plish? 

6. In determining the tithe, what should 
be done in all cases of doubt? 
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7. What should Christians always remem- 
ber in determining their tithe? 

8. Upon whom is the tithe binding? 

9. What divine principle is strongly en- 
forced by the tithing system? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

There is no suggested task for this study, 
so that time may be afforded for a review 
of Study Seven. 
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STUDY NINE 

THE FELLOWSHIP Of STEWARDSHIP 
LAUNCHING THE CAMPAIGN 

Start with Strong Conviction. The first 
requisite of a successful stewardship cam- 
paign in a church is the conviction that the 
tithe is an acknowledgment of God's owner- 
ship and man's stewardship, and is based on 
the teachings of the Scriptures. This is so 
important that too great emphasis can not 
be placed here. Earnest prayer on the part 
of the tither is sure to assist greatly in lead- 
ing others to definite action. Many a Chris- 
tian who has become imbued with the tithing 
idea has brought conviction to his own 
church, and a tithing based on tithing prac- 
tice has sprung up as if by magic. With 
strong conviction as a motive power, we will 
soon see the necessity of Christian steward- 
ship. 
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Organized and Persistent Efforts Neces- 
sary. These studies in Christian stewardship 
will not grip the life of any church until 
there is an organized and persistent effort 
to that end. Accordingly there should be a 
program of necessary education of church, 
Sunday school and the entire membership. 
There should be a thorough and systematic 
study of the teachings of Christian steward- 
ship. 

METHOD OF PROCEDURE 

1. Make a Survey. The first step as a 
means of establishing the practice of tithing 
in a church is to make a survey of the mem- 
bership. The use of a questionnaire, in sim- 
ple form, is practical and convenient. The 
survey should give definite information as 
to who are already giving a tenth. It should 
also get each one to note for his own knowl- 
edge the proportion of his income given foi 
religious and charitable purposes. By a care- 
ful survey the church can discover the prac- 
tice of its constituents. 

2. Distribute Tithing Literature. The 
next thing which must be worked with vigoi 
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is the distribution of literature. To assist 
in the securing of such information we have 
prefixed to this work a full bibliography, 
consisting of books, pamphlets and leaflets. 
The list has been carefully selected. The 
literature ought to be distributed as fast as 
,the people can read and digest it. We sug- 
gest at intervals of one or two months. The 
literary campaign can not fail to awaken the 
interest of the people. 

3. Study Scriptural Teachings. A course 
of study in Christian stewardship will stimu- 
late independent thought, and lead to prac- 
tical application of the principles of steward- 
ship on the part of the church membership. 
A text-book, such as this one, should be used 
in Bible classes, discussions, groups, young 
people's societies and similar gatherings. 

4. Special Sermon. The minister who is 
himself a tither, and whose mind is saturated 
with all that the Bible has to say upon this 
subject, need have no fear that his hearers 
will be false to the principle of the tithe. 
A special sermon, or series of sermons, should 
be preached leading up to definite enrollment 

of the membership. 
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5. Securing Decisions. At the opportune 
time get those who are ready to subscribe to 
a declarative of tithing stewardship t sign 
up a card, such as the following: 

ENROLLMENT. 

I accept the divine principles of Stewardship, and 
will set apart one-tenth of my income to administer 
for the kingdom of God. 

Name 

Address _ 

Date ..192...... *" 

FEATURES OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

A Simple Organization. An organization 
of some simple form is almost indispensable 
for the purpose of strengthening the mem- 
bers and securing enrollment. "We would 
suggest that all the tithers^be called together 
for the purpose of electing a president, sec- 
retary and a treasurer. A good, constructive 
program should be , arranged for each meet- 
ing. 

Put into Operation. In time the move- 
ment may be extended through the regular 
channels of the church, until the entire mem- 
bership is included in this goodly fellowship. 
With this new conception of things in the 
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minds of the entire membership, the church 
will enter a new day of victories. Finally, 
the leaven of a large and noble gospel of 
stewardship will be extended through the 
whole mass of meal of Christian experience, 
"until the whole shall be leavened." And 
the day of leavening, methinks, is not so far 
off, after all. 

FOR THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION 

Aim. To show that now is the time to 
begin a life of Christian stewardship our- 
selves, and to organize the stewardship move- 
ment in our church for the purpose of enlist- 
ing the entire membership. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY NINE 

1. "What, is the first requisite of a success- 
ful stewardship campaign? 

2. Why are organized and persistent efforts 
necessary? 

3. Name the necessary step to take in 
launching the campaign. 

4. Why make a survey? 

5. How fast should tithing literature be 
distributed? 
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6. State the advantage of a study course 
in stewardship. 

7. What kind of a minister need have no 
fear about his membership practicing stew- 
ardship? 

8. Why organize the tithers? 

9. What will the stewardship vision do 
for a church? 

SUGGESTED TASK 

(1) State the ways and means by which 
you can most effectively help to establish 
and extend tithing in the local church. (2) 
Organize the entire class into a stewardship 
baud, 
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STUDY TEN 

A TITHING CATECHISM* 

Question What is the unfailing rule for 
ia Christian life? 

Answer The one sure rule is a consistent 
keeping of the laws of God. 

Q. Where do we find God's laws? 

A. We find them in the Bible and in the 
world about us. 

Q. What two laws which were given in 
the beginning are very much alike? 

A. The laws which say that one-seventh 
of our time and one-tenth of our income be- 
long to God in a special sense. 

Q. Are all of God's laws made for His 
glory or for our good? 

A. They are made for the good of all 
those who obey Him. 



* This subject suggested and prepared by Geo. F. Bradford, 
stewardship secretary of the churches of Christ in California. 
It is also printed in pamphlet form by the Layman Company, 
143 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ills. 
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Q. Are God's laws a necessity to us or 
are they only the expression of His author- 
ity? 

A. God's laws are necessary, and .not for 
display. The law which requires one day 
of rest in seven, for example, is not for 
God's advantage, but for ours. 

Q. Is the same thing true about the law 
of the tenth? 

A. It is true, because His law rests on 
the same foundation. God does not need our 
offerings, but we need to recognize our rela- 
tion to Him. 

Q. How does obedience to the law of the 
tenth produce spiritual growth? 

A. By making us in a real sense partners 
with Him, uniting with Him in His work. 

Q. Who is the owner of the heavens and 
the earth, the silver and the gold, the living 
creatures about' us and ourselves? 

A. All things belong to God. He is the 
supreme owner of all. 

Q. Into whose keeping has God given all 
these things? . 

A. He has given them to men to have 
charge of them and to care for "them. 

126 



A TITHING CATECHISM 



Q. What, then, is our relation to God's 
property? 

A. We are the stewards of God's prop- 
erty. We each are in possession of a portion 
of it, but God is the owner. 

Q. Is there Scriptural proof that God is to 
receive the tenth? 

A. Yes. "The tithe is the Lord's" (Lev. 
27:30). 

Q. What did God say about His people 
when they did not pay the tithe? 

A. He said: "Ye have robbed me" (Mai. 
3:8). 

Q. What portion of his goods did Abra- 
ham offer to the priest of God? 

A. He offered him the tenth. 

Q. What part of our income do we owe 
to God? 

A. The tithe ; that is to say, one-tenth. 

Q. Does the law of the tithe appear in 
the New Testament? 

A. It does. It has the plain approval of 
our Lord Himself. 

Q. Did the early church keep the law 
of the tithe? 

A. It kept it for four hundred years. 
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Q. Does another's ownership of the goods 
I possess always imply stewardship on 'my 
part? 

A. Yes. There is no exception. 

Q. Who, then, has the right to say what 
proportion should be paid to the owner? 

A. No one but the owner himself has the 
right to fix the proportion to be paid. 

Q. "What is the attitude of society to the 
rights of ownership? 

A. The rights of ownership are recog- 
nized by all. 

. Q. Is there a rule of honor among busi- 
ness men regarding possession and owner- 
ship? 

A. Yes; their rule is to render payment 
for the use of all property which is not their 
own. 

Q. Is this, rule a part of the present or- 
ganization of society? 

A. It is. We pay rent, taxes, interest, in 
acknowledgment of others' ownership and 
our own obligation. 

Q. Has God any rights in comparison 
with the rights of civil government and the 
individual? 

128 



A TITHING CATECHISM 



A. The rights of God constitute the first 
claim upon all His children. 

Q. What is His relation to the tenth of 
our income? 

A. We owe it to Him as a debt. 

Q. How are we sure that the law of the 
tenth did not apply to the Jews alone ? 

A. We know this because the law of the 
tenth was a law of human life before the 
time of the Jews, and so applies to all men. 
From the beginning it has been the common 
law of God for the entire human race. 

Q. Is there any Scriptural evidence that 
the tenth has ever been set aside or repealed? 

A. There is no such evidence. 

Q. In what way did Jesus speak con- 
cerning the tithe? 

A. On two occasions he spoke of tithing 
as right and proper. 

Q. Did the Master ever speak of "giv- 
ing tithes"? 

A. No. His language was "ye tithe" 
and "ye pay tithes." Only the Pharisee, 
praying 1 or was it boasting? in the temple, 
said, "I give tithes." 
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Q. Do all Christian people accept the 
law that one-seventh of our time belongs to 
God in a special sense? 

A. They have so been taught, and this is 
the universal Christian belief. 

Q. Why do not more Christians tithe 
their income? 

A. They have not been taught that this 
is God's plan for them. 

Q. Why are Christians not taught the 
law of the tenth? 

A. Many teachers do not wish to believe 
it, saying that some Christians can not afford 
to pay so much. 

Q. Do any teachers object that Chris- 
tians can not afford to regard the law of the 
seventh of time? 

A. They have not answered this question 
satisfactorily. 

Q. What should be said to him who says 
. that he can not pay the tenth because he has 
to meet his other obligations? 

A. He should be told that he is propos- 
ing that one ought to pay his debts to man, 
whether he pays them to God or not. 
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Q. In what way is that inconsistent with 
the Christian profession? 

A. It is inconsistent because we should 
be as honest with God as with men. 

Q. What has God promised to those who 
pay the. tithe? 

A. He has promised spiritual blessings, 
and also material advantages. 

Q. Do. those who have obeyed the law of 
the tithe testify to the fulfillment of God's 
promise ? 

A. -They say, with unvarying voice, that 
God has kept His word. 

Q. What are some of the fundamental 
reasons for tithing? 

A. It is the only financial law which has 
been given God's approval. It is essential to 
all co-operation between God and man. It 
puts God and His work first in the life of 
the Christian. It solves all the financial 
problems of Christian service and benevo- 
lence. It puts religious work on a self- 
respecting level -in the eyes of the world. 

Q. What are the two great outstanding 
needs of the church? 
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A. The church's two great needs are 
spiritual growth in its members and sufficient 
money for its work. 

Q. How can Christians better assure spir- 
itual growth? 

A. By obedience to the divine laws which 
produce spirituality. Tithing is one of these 
laws. 

Q. Is it to be expected that some may 
become poor because of such a partnership 
with God? 

A. There is no such case on record in 
the Scriptures. 

Q; Is any one to be considered too poor 
to pay the tithe? 

A. Not unless he is so poor that his com- 
munity should support him. 

Q. How is it possible that nine-tenths of 
one's income can go as far as ten-tenths? 

A. This, and more, is possible when God 
is on the side of the nine-tenths. 

Q. When should we begin to pay God 
what we owe Him? 

A. -We should begin the moment we rec- 
ognize the debt. 
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Q. At what age should children be taught 
to tithe? 

A. They should be taught to tithe as 
soon as they are able to count ten. 

SUGGESTED TASK 

What have you gotten from these studies 
in Christian stewardship? Write out a brief 
answer to the foregoing question. 
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STUDY ELEVEN 

STEWARDSHIP DIGEST 

DRILL QUESTIONS 

These selected drill questions may be used 
effectively for individual, oral and written 
tests, as well as for this final review study. 

1 Ownership 

1- What is the chief aim of this study? 
2 What is legal ownership? 

3. What did Christ say about it? 

4. What is the meaning of possession? 

5. What rightfully belongs to God? 

6. Name the proofs of God's ownership. 

7. What does God's ownership first re- 
quire? 

8. State the difference between the mean- 
ing of recognition and acknowledgment. 

9. Give the twofold purpose of God's 
ownership. 
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10. What is necessary in the consecration 
of self? 

11. Who must assume the obligations and 
responsibilities? 

. 12. What absolute right has God, the 
owner? 

n. Stewardship 

13. What is the chief aim of this study? 

14. What is the meaning of the word 
"steward"? ' 

15. What is meant by the term "trustee"? 

16. .What is Christian stewardship? 

17. What is included within the scope of 
Christian stewardship? 

18. Give the three principal reasons for 
stewardship. 

19. What must every man eventually ren- 
der to God? 

20. What are the three results of steward- 
ship? 

21. Name the characteristics of steward- 
ship. 

22. Where do we find evidence on per- 
sonal accountability in the Scriptures? 

23. Give the statement which it contains. 
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HI. Life 

24. What is the chief aim of this study? 

25. When we properly acknowledge God's 
ownership of all life, what does it produce?. 

26. What is God's twofold plan? 

27. What has God planned to maintain? 

28. Give the foundation of that relation- 
ship. 

29. What should govern us in all our 
divine and human relations? 

30. What obligation rests upon man? 

31. Name the parable used to illustrate 
this great truth. 

32. How is the only way to keep life? 

33. Name the three governing principles 
in the stewardship of life. 

34. How can we come into proper relation 
with our fellow-men? 

35. Give the three great objectives. 

36. Name nine opportunities for special- 
ized service. 

37. What is the challenge every young 
man and woman should face? 

38. Why should the call of the missionary 
field appeal to everybody? 
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IV. Service 

39. "What is the chief aim- of this study? 

40. "What is the call to service? 

41. What is the object of the call? 

42. "Where shall men serve the Christ? 

43. "Who is the pattern of service? 

44. What parable shows the place of ser- 
vice in the teachings of Christ? 

45. When did Jesus reveal the purpose of 
His life? 

46. Give the Master's invitation. 

47. What is the true perspective of service ? 

48. How does the Master plan to serve 
humanity? 

49. Name the five enemies of service. 

50. In what five ways may we practice 
the stewardship of service? 

.51. State every Christian's duty. 

V. Time 

52. What is the chief aim of this study? 

53. Of what does the Bible say, "Behold, 
it was good"? 

54. How did the seventh day differ from 

the others? 

137 * 



STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

55. What is the minimum of time for 
God's service? 

56. What day in seven should be set apart 
to the service and worship of God? 

57. Give four reasons for observing the 
first day of the week. 

58. What should the first fruitage of our 
time be devoted to? 

59. Why should a Christian devote his time 
to Christian education ? 

60. How may we spoil our lives? 

61. What are the three reasons for the 
proper employment of time? 

62. Upon what does our happiness or mis- 
ery throughout eternity depend? 

63. What things will the proper steward- 
ship of time accomplish? 

VI. Money 

64. What is the chief aim of the study on 
the stewardship of money ^ 

65. How shall a man and his money be 
related? 

66. What is essential in consideration of 
the stewardship of money? 
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67.' Name the ways of coming into posses- 
sion of money. 

68. "Why should every one seek wealth? 

69. "Who gave the law of increase? 

70. How do we become benefactors ? 

71. Name five objects of legitimate expen- 
diture. 

72. "What should determine every detail 
of expenditure? 

73. Name some ways of saving money. 

74. What are the results of saving of the 
right sort? 

75. State the controlling principle in the 
stewardship of money. 

76. Name the five types of giving. 

77. Why is stewardship giving superior to 
all other types of giving? 

VII. Tithing 

78. What is the chief aim of this study? 

79. What is the meaning of "tithe"? 

80. Where is the universal law of the 
tithe set forth? 

81. Where do we find Jehovah declaring 

himself in the tithe? 
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82. Quote the. passage. 

83. What can you say about the liberality 
of the New Testament church? 

84. How did the coming of Christ affect 
the law of the tithe? 

85. Give the New Testament reference to 
tithing. 

86. What does the history of the early 
church reveal? 

87.- Give eight reasons for tithing. 

88. Name nine money-raising methods. 

89. Why is tithing the best plan? 

90. Why could not tithing end with the 
old dispensation? 

91. Why is not tithing bribing God? 

92. Upon what does obedience depend? 

93. How would you answer this objection, 
"Tithing is oppressive to the poor"? 

94. In what special way should the tithe 
always be thought of? 

VIII. Accounting 

95. What is the chief aim of this study? 

96. Why is it necessary for a steward to 

keep a strict and accurate account? 
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97. How begin the account? 

98. In determining the tithe, what should 
be done in all cases of doubt? 

99. Upon whom is the tithe binding? 

100. "What divine principle is strongly en- 
forced by the tithing system? 

IX. Fellowship 

101. "What is the chief aim of this study? 

102. What is the first requisite of a sue-, 
cessful stewardship campaign? 

103. Why is organized and persistent 
effort necessary? 

104. What are the necessary steps in 
launching the campaign? 

105. State the advantage of a study course 
in stewardship. 

106. Why organize the tithers? 

107. What will the stewardship vision do 
for a church? 

X. Catechism 

.108. What is the unfailing rule for a 
Christian life? 

109. Where do we find God's laws? 

110. What two laws which were given in 
the beginning are very much alike? 
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111. Are all of God's laws made for His 
glory or for our good? 

112. Are God's laws a necessity to us 
or are they only the expression of His 
authority? 

113. Is the same thing true about the law 
of the tenth? 

114. How does obedience to the law of 
the tenth produce spiritual growth? 

115. "Who the owner of the heavens and 
the earth, the silver and gold, the living 
creatures about us and ourselves? 

116. Into whose keeping has God given 
all these things? 

117. What, then, is our relation to God's 
property? 

118. Is there Scriptural proof that God is 
to receive the tenth? 

119. "What did God say about His people 
when they did not pay the tithe? 

120. What portion of his goods did Abra- 
ham offer to the priest of God? 

121. What part of our income do we owe 
to God? 

122. Does the law of the tithe appear in 
the New Testament? 
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123. Did the early church, keep the law of 
the tithe? 

124. Does another's ownership of the 
goods I possess always imply stewardship on 
my part? . 

125. Who, then, has the right to say 
what proportion should be paid to the owner? 

126. "What is the attitude of society to the 
rights of ownership? 

127. Is there a rule of honor among busi- 
ness men regarding possession and ownership? 

128. Is this rule a part of the present 
organization of society? 

129. Has God any rights in comparison 
with the rights of civil government and the 
individual? 

130. What is His relation to the tenth of 
our income? 

13J. How are we sure that the law of the 
tenth did not apply to the Jews alone? 

132. Is there any Scriptural evidence that 
the tenth has ever been set aside or repealed? 

133. In what way did Jesus speak concern- 
ing the tithe? 

134. Did the Master ever speak of "giv- 
ing tithes"? 
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135. Do all Christian people accept the 
law that one-seventh of our time belongs to 
God in a special sense? 

136. Why do not more Christians tithe 
their income? 

137. Why are Christians not taught the 
law of the tenth? 

138. Do any teachers object that Chris- 
tians can not afford to regard the law of the 
seventh of time? 

139. What should be said to him who says 
that he can not pay the tenth because he has 
to meet his other obligations? 

140. In what way is that inconsistent 
with Christian profession? 

141. What has God promised to those who 
pay the tithe? . 

142.. Do those who have obeyed the law 
of the tithe testify to the fulfillment of God's 
promise-? 

143. What are some of the fundamental 
reasons for tithing? 

144. What are the two great outstanding 
needs of the church? 

145. How can Christians better assure 
spiritual growth? 
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146. Is it to be expected that some may 
become poor because of such, a partnership 
with God? 

147. Is any one to be considered too poor 
to pay the tithe? 

148. How is it possible that nine-tenths of 
one's income can go as far as ten-tenths? 

149. When should we begin to pay God 
what we owe Him? 

150. At what age should children be taught 
to tithe? 
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ANSWERS TO DRILL QUESTIONS 

These answers are given in brief form so 
as to aid the memory. 

I. Ownership 

1. To show that God is the giver and is 
the owner of all things, and that the purpose 
of His ownership is to produce a sense of 
responsibility, so that men will constantly 
turn to God to know and do His will. 

2. Relationship between man and man. 

3. ''Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and unto God the 
-things that are God's." 

4. The holding or using of property in 
one's power or command. 

5. Time, talent, energy, personality and 
substance. 

6. (1) The Scriptures declare it; (2) He 
is man's creator; (3) we are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's. 
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7. Recognition. 

8. Recognition is a matter of intellect; 
acknowledgment is the recognition that acts. 

9. (1) To elevate man; (2) to develop 
character. 

10. Consecration of money. 

11. God and man. 

12. Of directing how the things he owns 
shall be used. 

n. Stewardship 

13. To show how important that we recog- 
nize our stewardship to God for our own 
sakes, for the church's sake, and for the sake 
of all to whom we bear relation. 

14. One who manages or disburses for 
another. 

15. One who administers the estate of a 
deceased or absent testator. 

16. The recognition and acknowledgment 
of all the power and possibilities of our being 
as our Lord's estate. 

17. All life. 

18. (1) It acknowledges God's ownership; 
(2) it is a positive duty; (3) it is a personal 
duty. 
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19. A strict accounting. 

20. (1) It will banish the poverty of the 
world; (2) it will give a new impetus to all 
the work of the church; (3) it will give a 
proper balance to life. 

21. (1) Faithfulness; (2) inclusiveness ; 
(3) world-wideness. 

22. Gospel according to Luke. 

23. "Render the account of thy steward- 
ship." 

m. Life 

24. To show that all life is a stewardship, 
and that it is the divine plan of transforming 
human character, 

25. A stewardship that demands for life 
a definite plan for growing and for serving. 

26. (1) For Himself; (2) for His children. 

27. A proper relationship to every indi- 
vidual. 

28. "God is love." 

29. To match God's plan with the one in 
our own life. 

30. Trusteeship. 

31. Parable of the talents. 

32. To invest it. 
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33. (1) Observance of the Golden Rule ; 

(2) co-operation; (3) acceptance of Christ as 
the great example. 

34. Love God, obey His commandments 
and keep the Golden Rule. 

35. (1) Transformed life; (2) world sal- 
vation; (3) victorious local church. 

36. (1) Church officers; (2) lay preachers; 

(3) assistants ; (4) pastors ; (5) officers of socie- 
ties; (6) directors of religious education; (7) 
teachers; (8) personal evangelists; (9) mis- 
sionaries. 

37. The mission field. 

38. Because every one has a world mission. 

IV. Service 

39. To show that what God asks is that 
we shall bring the talent we have, with the 
best possible training, and let him use us 
absolutely as He may wish; and that we must 
finally give an account as stewards of service. 

40. Our belief in Christ. 

41. Christ. 

42. (1) In the heart; (2) in the home; 
(3) in the community; (4) in the wide world. 
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43. Jesus Christ. 

44. Good Samaritan. 

45. When he said: "The Son of man came, 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many." 

46. "Take my yoke." 

47. (1) Secret life of prayer; (2) open 
life of purity; (3) an active life of service. 

48. By living His life over again in each 
of us. 

49. (1) Meddlesomeness; (2) lordliness; 
(3) self-conceit; (4) notoriety; (5) disheart- 
enment. 

50. (1) Personal work; (2) teaching; (3) 
ministering to sick; (4) caring for needy; (5) 
reclamation of character. 

51. To work for the reclamation of char- 
acter. 

V. Time 

52. To show that according as we propor- 
tion our time, with due regard to our giving 
as well as to our living and serving, we 
prove ourselves to be true stewards of God. 

53. The work of creation. 

54. God rested. 
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55. One-seventh of our time. 

56. First day of the week. 

57. (1) The resurrection of Christ; (2) 
the example of Christ; (3) the beginning of 
the church; (4) the institution of the early 
church. 

58. To cultivate Christian character by 
reading the Bible, by prayer, by church at- 
tendance and by service. 

59. Make him competent to properly re- 
late himself to business, home and the church. 

60. By lack of proper proportions. 

61. (1) Brevity of life; (2) the value of 
time; (3) the account to be rendered. 

62. Eight employment of time. 

63. (1) Promote our own enjoyments; (2) 
enlarge the sphere of usefulness; (3) be a 
powerful check on social and national evils; 
(4) bring about the most glorious era the 
world has ever known. 

VI. Money 

64. To show that money is a motive to 
action, and that the value thereof depends 
on the use we make of it. 

151 



STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

65. In terms of stewardship. 

66. Recognition and acknowledgment of 
God's ownership. 

67. By inheritance or by our own efforts. 

68. To become a power for great good. 

69. Jesus. 

70. By, administering in the service of God 
and our fellow-men. 

71. (1) Living necessities; (2) education; 
(3) recreative and medical needs; (4) wel- 
fare; (5) maintenance of business. 

72. First ascertain God's mind in the mat- 
ter. 

73. The banks, saving funds,, loans. 

74. Obviates waste, conserves force and 
prepares for the future. 

75. His kingdom first. 

76. (1) Emotional; (2) sentimental; (3) 
business; (4) regular; (5) stewardship. 

77. It is intelligent, Scriptural and holds 
all life as a trusteeship. 

VII. Tithing 

78. To show that by paying the tithe the 
true steward acknowledges the sovereignty 
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of Christ over his whole life, and indicates 
that he holds all as a sacred trust from God. 

79. The tenth. 

80. Levitical code (Lev. 27:30). 

81. Mai. 3:10. 

82. "Bring ye the whole tithe into the 
store-house, that there may be food in my 
house, and prove me herewith, saith Jehovah, 
if I will not open the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it." 

83. Far in excess of the tithe. 

84. To keep this law through love. 

85. Matt. 23 : 23. 

86. That the tithe was the system of giv- 
ing for centuries. 

87. (1) It is an acknowledgment of God's 
ownership ; (2) it is the only percentage indi- 
cated 'in the Bible; (3) it was recognized and 
honored by Christ; (4) it is businesslike; (5) 
it is convenient and practical; (6) it will- 
make happy Christians; (7) it will secure 
adequate financial support to the kingdom; 
(8) it will solve every financial problem of 
the church. 
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88. (1) Subscriptive . papers ; (2) assess- 
ments; (3) .pew rents; (4) freewill offerings; 
(5) money-raising devices; (6) collectors; (7) 
loose collections; (8) underwriting amounts; 
(9) tithing. 

89. Meets all the conditions of the church, 
and the individual. 

90. It did not begin with it. 

91. Then, do all gifts bribe God? 

92. By the law. 

93. How can this be true when God has 
promised to bless the tither? 

94. As fundamental beyond private judg- 
ment. 

VTEL Accounting 

95. To show that, in order to pay the 
tenth, we must keep an accurate account of 
our income. 

96. That there be no embezzlement of that 
which is not ours. 

97. By setting apart one-tenth of your 
income for the present month. 

98. Give the Lord the advantage. 

99. All Christians. 

100. "As God hath prospered." 
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IX. Fellowship 

101. To show that now is the time to 
begin a life of Christian stewardship our r 
selves, and to organize the stewardship move- 
ment in our church for the purpose of enlist- 
ing the entire membership. 

102. Strong conviction. 

103. To grip the life of the church. 

104. (1) Make a survey; (2) distribute 
literature ; (3) study class ; (4) special ser- 
mons; (5) securing decisions. 

105. Will stimulate and educate. 

106. For strengthening members and secur- 
ing enrollments. 

107. Enter a new day of victories. 

X. Catechism 

108. Keeping of the laws of God. 

109. We find them in the Bible and in the 
world about us. 

110. The laws which say that one-seventh 
of our time and one-tenth of our income be- 
long to God in a special sense. 

11. They are made for the good of all 
those who obey Him. 
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112. God's laws are necessary, and not for 
display. The law which requires one day of 
rest in seven, for example, is not for God's 
advantage, but for ours. 

113. It is true, because His law rests on 
the same foundation. God does not need our 
offerings, but we need to recognize our rela- 
tion to Him. 

114. By making us in a real sense part- 
ner.s with Him, uniting with Him in His 
work. 

115. All things belong to God. He is the 
supreme owner of all. 

116. He has given them to men to have 
charge of them and to care for them. 

117. We are the stewards of God's prop- 
erty. We each are in possession of a portion 
of it, but God is the owner. 

118. Yes. "The tithe is the Lord's." 
(Lev. 27:30.) 

119. He said: "Ye have robbed me." (Mai. 
3:8.) 

120. He offered him the tenth. 

121. The tithe; that is to say, one-tenth. 

122. It does. It has the plain approval of 

our Lord Himself. 
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123. It kept it for four hundred years. 

124. Yes. There is no exception. 

125. No one but the owner himself has- the 
right to fix the proportion to be paid. 

126. The rights of ownership are recog- 
nized by all. 

127. Yes; to render payment for the use of 
all property which is not their own. 

128. It is. We pay rent, taxes, interest, 
in acknowledgment of other's ownership and 
our own obligation... 

129. The rights of God constitute the 1 first 
claim upon all His children. 

130. We owe it to Him as a debt. 

131. We know this because the law of the 
tenth was a law of human life before the time 
of the Jews, and so applies to all men. From 
the beginning it has been the common law of 
God fo.r the entire human race. 

132. There is no such evidence. 

133. On two occasions he spoke of tithing 
as right and proper. 

134. No. His language was "Ye tithe" 
and "Ye pay tithes." Only the Pharisee, 
praying or was it boasting? in the temple, 

said: "I give tithes." 
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135. They have so been taught, and this 
is the universal Christian belief. 

136. They have not been .taught that this 
is God's plan for them. 

137. Many teachers do not wish to believe 
it, saying that some Christians can not afford 
to pay so much. 

"138. They have not answered this ques- 
tion satisfactorily. 

139. He should be told that he is propos- 
ing that one ought to pay his debts to man, 
whether he pays them to God or not. 

140. It is inconsistent because we should 
be as honest with God as with men. 

141. He has promised spiritual blessings, 
and also material advantages. 

142. They say, with unvarying voice, that 
God has kept His word. 

143. It is the only financial law which has 
been given God's approval. It is essential to 
all co-operation between God and man. It 
puts God and His work first in the life of the 
Christian. It solves all the financial problems 
of Christian service and benevolence. It 
puts religious work on a self-respecting level 
in the eyes of the world. 
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144. The church's two great needs are 
spiritual growth in its members and suffi-, 
cient money for its work. 

145. By obedience to the divine laws which 
produce spirituality. Tithing is one of these 
laws. 

146. There is no such case on record in 
the Scriptures. 

147. Not unless he is so poor that his com- 
munity should support him. 

148. This, and more, is possible when 
God is on the side of the nine-tenths. 

149. We should begin the moment we 
recognize the debt. 

150. They should be taught to tithe as 
soon as they are able to count ten. 
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The tithers of the church would do well 
to secure this list of books, pamphlets, tracts 
and leaflets on Christian stewardship, this 
literature to be kept in circulation the year 
round. 

All of the books, etc., hereinafter listed 
have been carefully selected, and practically 
cover the needs of a church in preparation 
for a tithing campaign. 

"The Sacred Tenth," Henry Lansdell. 

"The History of Sacrilege," Henry Spell- 
man. 

"The Laws of Moses," Michaelis. 

"Antiquities of the Hebrews," Reland. 

"The Law of the Tithe," Miller. 
'Christian Stewardship," Duncan. 
[ The Tithe," E. B. Stewart. 

' ' American Tithers, ' ' Sayler . 

"The Church Treasurer Who Got Mad," 
Cushman. 
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"My Missionary Conversion and the Re- 
sult," Robert F. Horton. 

"Confessions of a Business Man," Innes. 

"The Acid Test," McConaughy. 

"A Man and His Money," Calkins. 

"The Victory of Mary Christopher," Cal- 
kins, 

"My Own or Another's," McConaughy. 
(Pamphlet.) 

"The Christian Attitude toward Prop- 
erty," Doughty. (Pamphlet.) 

"Proportionate Giving," Robert E. Speer. 

"Thanksgiving Ann," Kate W. .Hamilton. 

"Men and Money," Magazine. 

"The Story of the Geneva Church," Cush- 
man. 

"Adventures in Stewardship," Cushman 
and Bellinger. 

"Stewardship of Prayer," Cushman. 

"Intercession,"' Doughty. 

"The Highest Service," Doughty. 

"Jarring of Jacob Shapleigh," Harvey 
Reeves Calkins. 

"A Catechism of Christian Stewardship," 
Cushman. 
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"A Responsive Service on the Steward- 
ship of Possessions," McConaughy. 

"The Stewardship of Money," Meyer. 

"Money Mad," Meyer. 

"Money," Andrew Murray. 

"Stewardship," C. A. Cook. v 

"Stewardship Starting Points," Harvey 
Calkins. 

"The Use of Money," E. A. Kirkpatrick. 

"Catechism on Christian Stewardship/' B. 
L. Walkup. 

"Elements of Stewardship," Harvey Cal- 
kins. 

"Basis of Stewardship," George F. Pente- 
cost. 

"The New Testament Conception of the 
Disciple and His Money," Edward Bosworth. 

"The Opportunity of the Hour," George 
Sherwood Eddy. 

"The Scriptures on Stewardship," Henry 
C. Applegarth. 

"What We Owe," J. P. Hobson. 
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